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I don’t know about you but I can smell
spring when I smell the rain. I am looking forward to seeing crocuses and daffodils pop up
from the ground. My coffee tasted better with
the morning sun shining and the little birds
chirping on the tree in my front yard. The colorful spring flowers blooming would even make
my morning more grandeur.
I am ready to feel warm sun and also ready
to once again walking through Lenten path for
self-reexamination. The first day of Lent “Ash
Wednesday” this year is on February 14th. Yes,
and many are tossing back and forth
“Valentine’s Day . . . Ash Wednesday. . . Valentine’s Day . . . Ash Wednesday”.
Both far extreme occasions fall on the same
day: one is more a love and happy day while the
other is more a self-searching day using ashes
to remind ourselves what we were from and
where we are going. Lenten season is 40 days
before the resurrection day not counting Sundays. The church gives every Christian an opportunity to prepare oneself on the journey to
the cross and to celebrate the love of God who
sent Jesus Christ to die and live for the world.
Now we see that we can truly combine and
humbly celebrate Valentine’s Day and Ash
Wednesday together with gratitude for God’s
unconditional love and grace.
We love because God first loved us. We
give God thanks for loving us. We give God
thanks for our lives and callings. Let’s walk
every day like this: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your

soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is
like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22: 37-39
May the Lord God help us on our walk.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

“We were on the way out the door
before I remembered I needed
something for the Valentine party at
Sunday school.”

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Ordination, Installation
& Recognition

February 5 - 12:30 p.m.
Lesson 5: In Community with the Traditions
of the Past
Facilitator: Diana Boley
Hostesses: Edie Kurtz

Services of Ordination, Installation,
and Recognition of new church officers will be held Sunday, February 4 during
morning worship.

February 13 - 12:30 p.m.
CT Mtg. at Cedar Grove

The 2018 flower chart

March 5 - 12:30 p.m.
Lesson 6: In Community with the Reality of
the Present
Facilitator:
Hostesses:

Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks payable to
“Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark
“Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment and put in box at the bulletin board. If you
would like the flowers on the week you provided
them, pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church
service.
**Please note: If you have the
flowers on a Sunday do not take the
flower liners. There are white
Styrofoam cups under the communion table for you to put them in.

Ladies! You are invited!
April 27th – 29th
The women of Cedar Grove PW
would be pleased to have you come to our annual
retreat. Retreat leader is Betsy Friend. The retreat will be held at St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, located between Elverson and Honey Brook. This is a great time of rest, relaxation
and spiritual refreshment. More details will follow. Contact Cedar Grove’s office at 717-3545573 or Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for more
info.

Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 9:00
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. The study is Moses. This is a nonsequential study. You are welcome anytime.
You are encouraged to attend, we would love to
have you.

Needed: There is a need for underwear and socks, for all ages—
men, women and children. Also
needed is laundry soap. Donations will be give to the Columbia
Shelter. There will be a box
available in the vestibule on February 11, 17 and
25 for your donations.

Men’s Bible Group
Men’s Bible Group held at
Cedar Grove. Group will
meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 7:00
p.m.—8:15 p.m.. Next meeting dates are February 12 & 26. All men are invited to join.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Special dates ~ January 2018

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet the
2nd Wednesday of every month at
10:00 a.m. at Cedar Grove.

• African-American History Month
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 11
• Ash Wednesday, February 14
• Valentine’s Day, February 14
• First Sunday in Lent, February 18
• Presidents Day, February 19
• Second Sunday in Lent, February 25

March Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
February 19, 2018
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“Tell Me Your Story”

Ash Wednesday Service
February 14 at 7:00 p.m.

Spring is Coming! “Tell Me
Your Story” Spring Edition. We
are collecting the stories for our devotion booklet. Bring a story out in writing to be an inspiration and a witness to who God is in your
life. Relate a story with a few verses of scriptures and finish with a short prayer. A story
must be only up to half 8x11 page. Submit your
story either via email at pastorkris@frontier.com
or a hard copy to Pastor Kris Deadline is Monday, March the 12th.

Lent
Please sign up on the bulletin board
for Lenten candlelight and devotion
during Sunday worship. See Barbara Smith for more information.

Children’s Winter
Library

Souper Bowl Sunday
February 4

Cedar Grove’s Children’s Little Library….come
and check out books on Wednesdays now to
March 28, 2018 anytime from 10:00 a.m. until 12
Noon.
Cedar Grove’s Children’s Little Library is also
open after church on Sundays. The Children’s
Little Library is in the Nursery and children can
borrow a book to read.

Lets fight hunger and fill the cart for
Souper Bowl Sunday! The shopping
cart will be in the vestibule to collect
your non-perishable items for our
local food pantry. There will also be a container
for monetary donations. Thank you for your
generosity.
Per Capita

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!

2018, per capita is $36.00 per member. There
are per capita envelope included with your 2018
envelopes or you may mail a check made payable
to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop in
the offering plate. MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.

If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can
now hear about it through three different
sources. You can check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office (3545573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation
message. If services have not been cancelled, you
will hear only the standard recorded message.

Save the Date! Presbytery of Donegal will hold
a Church Leadership Training on Sunday, March
4, from 2 p.m.—5 p.m. at Highland Presbyterian
Church. See Pastor Kris for more information.

The only assurance of our nation's safety is to
lay our foundation in morality and religion.
-Abraham Lincoln

Just a reminder…..

There is just one way to bring up a child in the
way that he should go, and that is to travel that
way yourself.
—Abraham Lincoln

We no longer collect medicine bottles. Thank
you for your past support.
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Tithing
The Widow’s Offering
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people
threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came
and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus
said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put
more into the treasury than all the others. They all
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” Mark 12:41-44 (NIV)
“I never would have been able to tithe the first
million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my
first salary, which was $1.50 per week.” - John
D. Rockefeller, Sr. (1839-1937)
Excerpt from Tithing Is More Than the Number Ten - A Sermon by Albert C. Winn - Did
you ever see a ship launched? There she sits on
the dry land, shored up by beams, perfectly safe,
looking altogether out of place and utterly useless.
Then the beams are removed and the champagne
is broken across her bow. And, very slowly at
first, but gathering speed and momentum she
slides down the ways until she splashes into the
water. And there is a sort of a shudder, and she
rights herself. Then she’s afloat. She is where she
belongs. She’s beautiful and useful, and terribly
exciting. That is what happens when a Christian,
including a minister or a presbytery stewardship
chairperson, or synod stewardship chairperson, or
staff person—when a Christian decides to launch
out and begin to live by what we have called the
deeply imbedded principles of tithing. Of course,
I hope we raise the budget next year, the general
assembly’s budget, the synod’s budget, the presbytery’s budget, and the local church budget from
which all the others come. But that is not a matter
of eternal importance. What is eternally important
is how many of our people, and how many of you
this year, will take the risk and move down the
ways of their lives until—splash—they are afloat
where they belong, on the broad adventurous
ocean of the love and mercy of God
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Coloring Page for All Ages!
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February Worship Assistants
Greeters & Ushers
4-Cheri Patterson & Terry Zook
11-Larry & Susan Bowersox
18-Karen & Nichole Behrenhauser
25-Glen & Barb Zook

Liturgists
4-Carol Seaman
11-Betty Ferstler
18-Scott Sweigart
25-Bill Kelso

Elder On Call:
Barbara Smith (717) 355-0226

Providing Flowers:
4111825-

Deacon On Call:
Bea Kubany (717) 354-8607
Teller: Elder on Call

Trustee on Call:
4-Don Oakes
11-Glenn Zook
18-Doug Weaver
25-Bill Kelso

Helpers:
4-Robert Zook
11-Wendy Gross
18-Barbara Zook
25-Barbara Masho

Anniversaries - February
2-William & Mary Ellen Leaman
9-Richard & Barbara Masho
10-Doug & Donna Marsh
March 7-Rodney & Wanda Usner

Birthdays - February
9-Joe Friel
11-Nicholas Ferstler
13-Ruth Marshall
15-Lynn Pidge

18-Richard Snader
22-Martha Ruhl
26-Mary Shuman
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March 2-Marina Sassaman
March 5-Gracie Hartman
March 6-Ruthie Diem
March 7-Madison Weaver

The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

February 2018

Ash Wednesday Service
February 14 ~ 7:00 p.m.

Souper Bowl Sunday
February 4, 2018

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

