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     January is passing by.  February is here.  

Lenten season will start in a few days.  

Just done with Christmas messages and I 

started working on Lent and Easter ser-

vices already!  Every breath has its own 

saying: moving forward or standing neu-

tral, or stepping backward.   

     Spring is coming closer.  So, I am mov-

ing forward.  I live today by God’s grace.  

Many live and many had died.  I still miss 

my beagle Max every day while watching 

Handsome the cat getting frail with old 

age.  Handsome used to be strong and ac-

tive.  I ponder about my own life trying to 

simplify what is and what will be.    

     Lent is on the way – forty days and for-

ty nights of self-reexamination before wel-

coming the Resurrection Day; the days of 

special meditations to find where we are at 

with God.  The church is a resource to en-

courage you and me for such journey.  I 

urge you to keep the church as an im-

portant part of your life.  We are walking 

together with Jesus to the cross and the 

resurrection. 

     Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 10th – the first day of Lent.  We start 

Lenten journey with the day of repentance 

to acknowledge our mortality and to hum-

ble ourselves before the almighty God 

who made us - from ashes to ashes, from 

dust to dust.            

“By the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread 

until you return to the ground, 

for out of it you were taken; 

you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.”   

                                      Genesis 3: 19 

 

     The words reminded me of my nothing-

ness without God with me.  I am to learn to 

prioritize my tasks of each day.  I am to 

learn what I am here on earth for.  One of 

my tasks is that I continue to pray for the 

hurting and mourning.  God loves.     
 

    “God is Good!  Life is Precious!”                                         
                                             

                          Signed Pastor Kris 

 

Our Vision 
 

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church  

seeks to glorify God  

through nurturing spiritual growth,  

developing faithful discipleship,  

and serving our community. 

“My whole family is giving up something 

for Lent.  Mom’s giving up cookies, Dad’s 

giving up cake, and I’m giving up squash.” 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

February 1st  - 1:00 p.m. 

    Lesson 5:  Stormy Water—Faith 

                        Matthew 14:22-33 

    Facilitator:   Betty Ferstler 

    Mission Yearbook:  Edie Kurtz  

    Hostesses:   Edie Kurtz 

      

Feb. 9th - CT MTG.-At the Church – 1:00 p.m. 

 

March 7th  - 1:00 p.m. 

    Lesson 6:  Waters of Justice and Righteousness 

                        Amos 5:21-24 

    Facilitator:   Carol Weaver 

    Mission Yearbook:    

    Hostesses:     

WEDNESDAY MORNING  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Interces-

sory Prayer.  We meet every Wednesday at 9:00 

a.m.  Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bi-

ble Study.  The study is Psalms.  You are encour-

aged to attend, we would love to have you.    

Special dates ~ February 2016 

• African-American History Month  

• Boy Scout Sunday, February 7  

• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 7  

• Ash Wednesday, February 10  

• First Sunday in Lent, February 14  

• Valentine’s Day, February 14  

• Presidents Day, February 15  

• Second Sunday in Lent, February 21  

• Third Sunday in Lent, February 28  

Ladies!  You are invited! 

 April 29th – May 1 
 

The women of Cedar Grove 

PW would be pleased to have 

you come to our annual re-

treat.  Our retreat leader is 

Kelly Black and the theme will be based on a book 

by Kyle Idleman:  Not a Fan-But a Complete Com-

mitted Follower of Jesus.  The retreat will be held 

at St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, locat-

ed between Elverson and Honey Brook.  This is a 

great time of rest, relaxation and spiritual refresh-

ment.  Registration forms are available.  We hope 

you can attend. Contact Cedar Grove’s office at 

717-354- 5573 or Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for 

more info.  

Cedar Grove Hosts Presbytery Meeting  

April 26, 2016 
 

Cedar Grove will host the Presbytery Meeting in 

Tuesday, April 26 from 4:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  

Watch for more details on how you can help! 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

February 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

          

Lent..…..please sign up on the bulletin board for 

Lenten candlelight and devotion during Sunday 

worship.  See Carol Seaman for more infor-

mation.   

Tell Me Your Story   
 

We are collecting the stories for our spring devo-

tion booklet.   Bring a story out in writing to be 

an inspiration and a witness to who God is in 

your life.  Relate a story with a few verses of 

scriptures and finish with a short prayer.  This 

reflection will help us learn to relate God into our 

daily life and to deepen our faith.  Each person is 

welcome to write up to 3 stories.  Note: Must be a 

story (not a statement or a thought) such as a sto-

ry about when you are washing dishes, working 

in a garden, are at a grocery store, driving, at a 

post office, at work, and etc.  A story must be on-

ly up to half 8x11 page.  Submit your story either 

via email at pastorkris@frontier.com or a hard 

copy to Pastor Kris   Deadline is Sunday, March 

the 6th. 

mailto:pastorkris@frontier.com


   

  Did you know……. 

 
 A second women’s group was 

formed late in 1917, the Ladies 

Aid Society. The first six ladies 

forming the group were Miss Agnes Wallace, 

Miss Frances Galt, Miss Ella Sides, Miss Sara 

Snader, Miss Lena Snader and Miss P. Jennie 

DeHaven. The focus of the organization was to 

support the church through sewing, quilting, 

rummage sales, church suppers and whatever 

they could to show their support for the church.  

They were also the group that first originated 

the practice of visiting the sick and hospital-

ized, a precursor to today’s deacons.  They also 

brought needed attention to small jobs around 

the church that should be tended to by the Trus-

tees. 

In 1924, A. G. Seyfert presented history of Ce-

dar Grove Church to the Lancaster Historical 

Society and said of Cedar Grove: The Venera-

ble, quaint little church edifice, the cemetery 

with its sacred dead on three sides of the 

church, the century old trees around the place 

has made it a most attractive and restful spot 

and landmark in eastern Lancaster County. 

Rev. John M. Buyers came to Cedar Grove 

Church in April of 1919 as stated supply but 

did not become a member of Westminster Pres-

bytery until later and was finally installed a pas-

tor on April 26, 1921 and remained as pastor 

until1956. 

There were many trials for both the pastor and 

his congregation, especially during the thirties 

when there were great financial difficulties. 

Many people were out of work or had their sal-

aries cut including the pastor. But in April of 

1944 the congregation had recovered to the 

point where they decided to discontinue their 

annual request for mission aid for the pastor’s 

salary. At that time the pastor’s salary was 

$1450 annually! Self-support was a leap of 

faith, the first of several in the coming years. 
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MEN’S BIBLE GROUP  

 

Men’s Bible Group held at 

Cedar Grove. Group will meet Feb. 8 & 22.  We 

meet every other Monday 7:00 p.m.—8:15 p.m..  

The study is:  Nehemiah.   

All men are invited to join.    

 

SNOW  

CANCELLATION  

POLICY!!      
 

If Church services are cancelled 

due to weather conditions, you can now hear 

about it through three different sources.  You can 

check on our website —    

          www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org 

tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lan-

caster), WGAL on their website or you can 

simply call the Church office (354-5573) and 

listen to the recorded message.  If services are 

cancelled, you will hear a cancellation message.  

If services have not been cancelled, you will hear 

only the standard recorded message.    

   YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON  
 

Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be 

held on Wednesday, February 17th, 

11:30 a.m. at Yoder’s Restaurant.    

Souper Bowl Sunday 

February 7 

 

Sunday, February 7 is Hunger 

Sunday.  Lets fight hunger and fill 

the cart for Souper Bowl Sunday!  

The shopping cart will be in the 

vestibule to collect your non-

perishable items for our local food pantry. Thank 

you for your generosity. 

Lent is an occasion for us to journey with Christ 

… into tomorrow. For you never walk with 

Christ long but what the dawn breaks, the sun 

shines and hope breaks through.  

                                            —C. Neil Straight 



4 

Reflections on Stewardship 

Helping Others Through Giving 

 “If anyone has material possessions and sees 
his brother in need but has no pity on him, how 
can the love of God be with him? Dear children, 
let us not love with words or tongue but with 
actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:17-18 (NIV) 

"What shall I do with my life? How much am I 
willing to give of myself, of my time, of my 
love? - Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

“Seek joy in what you give not in what you 
get.” - Anonymous 

PER CAPITA     

 

2016, per capita is $32.50 per member.  This is a 

voluntary contribution per member that we must 

pay by Jan. 31, 2016.  There are per capita enve-

lope included with your 2016 envelopes or you 

may mail a check made payable to Cedar Grove 

Presbyterian Church or drop in the offering plate. 

MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.    

        

      THE 2016 FLOWER CHART 
 

     Cost is $25.00 per week.  Checks 

payable to “Cedar Grove Presbyteri-

an Church” and mark “Flowers”.  Fill out an en-

velope, include payment and put in box at the 

bulletin board.  If you would like the flowers on 

the week you provided them, pick them up after 

the 10:00 a.m. church service.         

     **Please note:  If you have the flowers on a 

Sunday do not take the flower liners.  There are 

white Styrofoam cups under the communion ta-

ble for you to put them in.    

  March Cedar Chips 
 

  Please submit any articles by  

  February 15, 2016 
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Kids:  This page is for you! 

Name_________________________________________________________    Age________ 
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP  ASSISTANTS 

ANNIVERSARIES  -  FEBRUARY 

   2-William & Mary Ellen Leaman              March 7-Rodney & Wanda Usner  
   9-Richard & Barbara Masho 

 10-Doug & Donna Marsh 

 

BIRTHDAYS  - FEBRUARY 

   9-Joe Friel 

11-Nicholas Ferstler 

13-Ruth Marshall 

15-Lynn Pidge 

  

GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM   

   7-Jodi Roth & Barb MacMaster 

14-Butch & Ruthie Diem 

21-Barbara Smith & Nancy Fiedler 

28-Bob & Barb Zook  

       

   

ELDER ON CALL:     

       Wendy Gross  (717) 336-5754 

  
        

DEACON ON CALL: 

       Barb Zook (717) 656-6322 

 
 

TELLER:  Elder on Call 

 

HELPERS:    

   7-Scott Sweigart 

14-Jane Downes 

21-Carol Seaman  

28-Barbara MacMaster  

 LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM 

  7-Betty Ferstler 

14-Scott Sweigart 

21-Carol Weaver 

28-Scott Shuman 

 
 

PROVIDING FLOWERS: 

   7- 

14- 

21- 

28- 

 
 

TRUSTEE ON CALL: 

  7-Dan Hartman 

14-Dale Trego 

21-Doug Weaver 

28-  
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17-Korin Boley 

18-Richard Snader 

22-Martha Ruhl  
26-Mary Shuman  

   

 

  

March 2-Marina Sassaman  
aŀǊŎƘ 5-Gracie Hartman 

March 6-Ruthie Diem 

March 7-Madison Weaver 
 

  



The Cedar Chips 
CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

P. O. Box 96 

4833 Division Highway 

East Earl, PA  17519 
 

  Phone:  (717) 354-5573 

 

Address Service Requested 

FEBRUARY 2016 

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or e-

mail and we will add you to the list.    E-mail:  cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net 

Ash Wednesday Service  

February 10 ~ 7:00 p.m. 


