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February is somehow called a LOVE month. I
guess it was because February 14th is Valentine’s
Day when many people around the globe express
love and give flowers and especially red roses to
one another. It is also a “heart” month because
we love with our hearts.
I first knew about Valentine’s Day when I
was about 12-13 years old after I walked into my
classroom at school one morning. There were
roses on the students’ desks. I wondered what it
was about and a friend said “It’s Valentine’s
Day.” “Huh?” I was puzzled.
My mom then told us not to get her flowers
on Valentines’ Day and said that we should love
her every day. The day has become very commercial and simply money-making.
Valentines! Many legends are involved. The
ancient Romans may also be responsible for the
name of our modern day of love. Valentinus tried
to convince Emperor Claudius II to embrace
Christianity, whereupon Claudius refused and
condemned Valentinus to death, commanding that
Valentinus either renounce his faith or he would
be beaten with clubs, and beheaded. Valentinus
refused and Claudius' command was executed
outside the Flaminian Gate February 14, 269.
The martyrdom was honored by the Catholic
Church with the celebration of St. Valentine’s
Day. Another legend is that Valentine refused to
sacrifice to pagan gods. Being imprisoned for
this, Valentine gave his testimony in prison and
through his prayers healed the jailer's daughter
who was suffering from blindness. On the day of
his execution he left her a note that was signed,
"Your Valentine". During the Middle Ages, it
was believed that birds paired in mid-February.
This was then associated with the romance of
Valentine. Although these legends differ, Valen-

tine’s Day is widely recognized as a day for romance and devotion. There were more legends
told and all sounded interesting.
In the letters of the disciple John we know
that, “We love because God first loved us.” “Let
us love not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” “Everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” God is
love and God loves. God loves unconditionally.
God loves . . . even though . . . Not God loves . . .
. because . . .
Love God. Love one another. And what a
blessing! You are loved.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
February 4 - 11:45 a.m. CT Meeting

Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at
9:00 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to
the Bible Study. The study is Listening to God.
You are encouraged to attend, we would love to
have you.

February 4 - 12:30 p.m.
Lesson 5: God with Us When We are
Powerless
Facilitator: Edie Kurtz
Hostesses: Betty Ferstler
March 4 - 12:30 p.m.
Lesson 6: God with Us Through Our Trials
Facilitator: Pastor Kris
Hostesses: Carolyn Tate

March Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
February 18, 2019

Ladies! You are invited!
May 3rd – 5th

Ordination, Installation
& Recognition

The women of Cedar Grove PW
would be pleased to have you come
to our annual retreat. The retreat will be held at
St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, located
between Elverson and Honey Brook. This is a
great time of rest, relaxation and spiritual refreshment. More details will follow. Contact Cedar
Grove’s office at 717-354- 5573 or Edie Kurtz at
717-355-9456 for more information.

Services of Ordination, Installation, and Recognition of new
church officers will be held Sunday, February 3
during morning worship.
Souper Bowl Sunday
February 3
Lets fight hunger and fill the cart for
Souper Bowl Sunday! The shopping
cart will be in the vestibule to collect
your non-perishable items for our
local food pantry. There will also be a container
for monetary donations. All donations will go to
New Holland Food Bank. Thank you!

Save the Date! Presbytery of Donegal will hold
a Church Leadership Training on Sunday, March
3, from 2 p.m.—5 p.m. at Highland Presbyterian
Church. See Pastor Kris for more information.

Needed: There is a need for underwear and socks, for all ages—men,
women and children. Also needed
is laundry soap. Donations will be
give to Hands Across the Street of
Columbia Presbyterian Chruch. There will be a
box available in the vestibule on February 10, 17
and 24 for your donations.

I surrender!
Everybody eventually surrenders to something or someone. If not to God, you will surrender to the opinions or expectations of others, to
money, to resentment, to fear or to your own
pride, lusts or ego. You were designed to worship
God — and if you fail to worship him, you will
create other things (idols) to give your life to.
You are free to choose what you surrender to,
but you are not free from the consequences of
that choice. E. Stanley Jones said, “If you don’t
surrender to Christ, you surrender to chaos.”

Special dates ~ February 2019
• African-American History Month
• Valentine’s Day, February 14
• Presidents Day, February 18

—Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life
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Per Capita

Ash Wednesday Service
March 6 at 7:00 p.m.

2019, per capita is $36.00 per member. There
are per capita envelope included with your 2018
envelopes or you may mail a check made payable
to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop in
the offering plate. MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.

Lent
Please sign up on the bulletin board
for Lenten candlelight and devotion
during Sunday worship. See Barbara Smith for more information.

“Tell Me Your Story”
“Tell Me Your Story” Spring/
Summer Edition. We are collecting the stories for our devotion booklet. Bring a
story out in writing to be an inspiration and a
witness to who God is in your life. Relate a story with a few verses of scriptures and finish with
a short prayer. A story must be only up to half
8x11 page. Submit your story either via email at
pastorkris@frontier.com or a hard copy to Pastor
Kris Deadline is Sunday, April 7.

Lighten your load
Keeping Sabbath, not just on Sundays but
throughout the entire week in an integrated way,
keeps us sane, says Donna Schaper. While our
culture pushes us to move faster, work harder and
acquire more money and stuff, Sabbath observances promote play, rest, love and worship.
“Sabbath — time for God — is a gift in its
origin and in its keeping,” Schaper writes in Sabbath Keeping (Cowley Publications). “It is not
another must; it is a may. God invites us to keep
Sabbath; God does not demand it.”
The commandment to keep the Sabbath day
holy, she notes, “is an invitation to a party, not to
a hanging. Sabbath keeping is not one more thing
to add to our already long lists. [It] is lightness,
not heaviness.”

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can
now hear about it through three different
sources. You can check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), WGAL or you can simply call the Church office (354-5573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation message. If services have not been cancelled, you will hear only the standard recorded
message.

Love and laughter go hand in hand!
Q: What valentine did the French chef give his
wife?
A: A hug and a quiche
Q: What did the paper clip say to the magnet?
A: “I find you very attractive.”
Q: What did the pencil say to the paper?
A: “I dot my i’s on you!”
Q: How did the phone propose to his girlfriend?
A: He gave her a ring.
Q: What do you call a very small valentine?
A: A valentiny
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Sowing Generously
“Each man should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."
- 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)
“It’s not how much we give but how much love
we put into giving.” - Mother Teresa (1910-97)
“Earn as much as you can. Save as much as you
can. Invest as much as you can. Give as much as
you can.”
- John Wesley (1703-91)
"The man who lives for himself is a failure. Even
if he gains much wealth, position or power he
still is a failure. The man who lives for others has
achieved true success. A rich man who consecrates his wealth and his position to the good of
humanity is a success. A poor man who gives of
his service and his sympathy to others has
achieved true success even though material
prosperity or outward honors never come to
him."
- Norman Vincent Peale

The 2019 flower chart
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks payable to
“Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark
“Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment and put in box at the bulletin board. If you
would like the flowers on the week you provided
them, pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church
service.
**Please note: If you have the
flowers on a Sunday do not take the
flower liners. There are white
Styrofoam cups under the communion table for you to put them in.
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Coloring Page for All Ages!
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February Worship Assistants
Greeters & Ushers
3-Cheri Patterson & Barry Horn
10-Terri Zook & Mary Painter
17-Karen & Nichole Behrenhauser
24-Glen & Barb Zook

Liturgists
3-Karen Behrenhauser
10-Gary Seaman
17-Scott Sweigart
24-Betty Ferstler

Elder On Call:
Jane Downes (717) 355-6756

Teller: Elder on Call

Providing Flowers:
3101724-

Helpers:
3101724-

Trustee on Call:
3-Don Oakes
10-Glenn Zook
17-Doug Weaver
24-Glenn Zook

Deacon On Call:
Barb MacMaster (717) 354-8604

Anniversaries - February
2-William & Mary Ellen Leaman
9-Richard & Barbara Masho

Birthdays - February
9-Joe Friel
11-Nicholas Ferstler
13-Ruth Marshall
15-Lynn Pidge

March 7-Rodney & Wanda Usner

18-Richard Snader
22-Martha Ruhl
26-Mary Shuman
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March 5-Gracie Hartman
March 6-Ruthie Diem
March 7-Madison Weaver

The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

February 2019

February 10, 17 and 24
Needed: Underwear and socks,
for all ages—men, women and
children. Laundry soap.
Donated to Hands Across the
Street of Columbia Presbyterian Church.

Souper Bowl Sunday
February 3, 2019

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

