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Pastor’s
Corner
Winter is still hanging around, of course. And
so I am assured that I am not in control no matter
what plans I have made to get out or to carry out.
I ponder over my inconvenient life: snow to shovel, icy paths to walk on, frigid cold air on my
face, and discomfort feeling when running from
my car into a building. Plus I have crossed off
my plans and appointments on my calendar over
and over.
How much should I fuss? I have no reason to
complain at all. Sometimes inconvenience is replaced by suffering when it is not. In Bangladesh
death is a way of life. Each day hundreds of
thousands go to bed hungry, and some falling into
eternal sleep. 10,000 people die every day of hunger alone. And guess what? I do not have to
leave home to find anguish. There are suffering
and sorrow on the streets. There is pain in individual lives.
Suffering and sadness will always be with us.
But we are a people of faith and we trust that God
is at work. This is still God’s world and we know
that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to his
purpose (Romans 8: 28). What a comfort!
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Lent
is forty days preceding Easter not counting Sundays. I will continue to ponder my life journey in
Lent and to remember the journey of Christ from
a manger to the cross and the tomb then the resurrection. Talked about suffering! Forty days of
special meditations to be closer to the heart of
God is where I am heading. Join with me on the
journey.

“For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his
work is done in faithfulness. . . . . Our soul waits
for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Our heart
is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even
as we hope in you.” Psalm 33: 4, 20-22.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

“Copyright 2014, Dennis Fletcher. Reprinted from Leadership Journal.

A NEW ORGAN
HAS ARRIVED!

March 5
7:00 p.m.

The Organ is donated by the
Weaver Family as a Memorial
for Fred B. Weaver, Hazel E. Weaver and F. Roy
Weaver.
Dedication Service is Palm Sunday, April
13, during worship.
A Dedication Concert, a public performance, on the organ will be on Sunday, May 4
at 3:00 p.m. The Dedication Artist is Richard
Van Auken. The artist is provided by Rodgers
Instruments Corp. through Buch Organ Co.
There will be a reception following the Concert.

Lenten Season
Lenten Study. Lent is a time to remember and to
reflect who Jesus is. Come to study The “I Am”
Sayings of Jesus together at church at 6:00 PM on
Thursdays, March13, 20, 27, April 3, and 10.
I am the door
I am the way, the truth, and the life
I am the light of the world
I am the true vine
I am the bread of life
I am the good shepherd
I am the resurrection and the life

Lent
The period of forty days preceding Easter, not
counting Sundays, is called Lent. The word originally came from the Anglo-Saxon lencten, meaning spring (literally, “to lengthen” - the days). For
the Christian, from the early church until now, it
has been a time to reflect on the suffering of Christ
and his ultimate victory over the grave. For many,
it includes fasting and prayer, two of the great discipline of the Christian faith.
Lent is a time for Christians to take inventory.
It is time to take spiritual assessment of where we
are with God. Have we left him out of the picture
of our day-to-day living so much that we have forgotten him completely or only call on him in an
emergency? Or have we decided that “one of these
days” we’ll do what he urges us to do, but right
now we are doing quite well with our own pursuits? Or, is God a very present reality in our every endeavor, undergirding our attempt to move toward spiritual wholeness and health?
If we allow ourselves to do so during this special time of year, we can draw closer to God and
God to us. The message of the cross, his suffering
and ours, and the inherent new life in the Resurrection will give us new resources to live for Christ.
Preparing for Lent is a high point of our church
year. Lent is a time when our thoughts center on
the life and teachings of Jesus and how he and his
teachings affected our lives – the way we think
about life, our relationship with others and with
God. During Lent our thoughts usually turn to
thinking and meditating on the life and ministry of
Jesus Christ.

Holy Week
Sunday, April 13th – Palm Sunday: Gather in
the church parking lot and get ready at 9:45 AM
for the “Parade of the Palms” around the church
parking lot and into the sanctuary.
Thursday, April 17th Maundy Thursday:
“Soup and Salad Supper” served at 6:00 PM. The
Last Supper (Communion Service) held at 7:00
PM in the Fellowship Hall.
Friday, April 18th Good Friday: Community
Good Friday Service held at the Garden Spot Village Chapel at 1:30 PM.
Sunday, April 20th – Resurrection of the Lord/
Easter: Bring fresh flowers to put on the cross in
the parking lot. You are welcome to come in
Easter bonnets. One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be received during morning worship.
PASTOR KRIS’S OFFICE HOURS
pastorkris@frontier.com
Monday through Thursday~ 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Closed Friday

Stop in or call for appointment if you need to see the
pastor at a time other than normal office hours.
Monday’s will be flexible. Feel free to call the office ahead of time to be sure the Pastor is in.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

CEDAR GROVE CARING FUND
For your information: Please be
aware that our church has a caring
Fund. These funds are available to any church
family who has emergency needs; such as oil bill,
medical bills, food needs, etc.
Contact the pastor. These requests will be
handled discreetly.

March 3rd ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 6: Becoming a Holy People
Facilitator: Jane Downes
Mission Yearbook: Wendy Gross
Hostesses: Wendy Gross & Edie Kurtz
April 7th ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 7: Covenant Living
Facilitator: Carolyn Tate
Mission Yearbook: Dottie Myers
Hostesses: Janet Ott & Dottie Myers
Special Offering: Birthday

CEDAR GROVE
WOMEN’S RETREAT
Theme: “The Gift of Change”
Speaker: Rev. Marcia Woodruff

April 15th - CT MTG.-At the Church–1:00 p.m.

Rev. Marcia Woodruff was ordained Minister
of Word and Sacrament of the Presbyterian
Church USA in 1987 . Currently Marcia is Parish
Associate at Paoli Presbyterian Church and a Stephen Ministry leader.
She was married in 1959 to her husband, Paul.
They moved from Michigan to Pennsylvania in
1963. Marcia is the mother of six children; they
have 20 grandchildren and one great granddaughter.
Theme will be “Change.” Certainly we have
all been there and will continue to experience numerous changes in our lives. Can we look at
these changes as gifts, challenges and positive
events? Let us learn how!

April ~ Spring Gathering—9:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at
8:45 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to
the Bible Study. Everyone is welcome.
“Word n Wow”
FRIDAY, MARCH 18

Place: St Mary’s of Providence Retreat
Center, near Elverson
Dates: Friday evening May 16 - Sunday
noon, May 18, 2014
Cost: $120 / person, including room and
5 meals

“Word n Wow” held on the third Tuesday of
the month at 10:00 a.m. The study will be the
book of I King.

Registration forms, with more details, are in the
vestibule.

YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, March 19, 11:30 a.m. at Yoder’s Restaurant.

Special dates ~ March 2014
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, March 2
• Ash Wednesday, March 5
• World Day of Prayer, March 7
• First Sunday in Lent, March 9
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 9
• Girl Scout Sunday, March 9
• First Day of Spring, March 20

April Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
March 17, 2014
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Watch for Easter Flower order forms!
THE 2014 FLOWER CHART
$25.00 per week. Checks payable to
“Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark
“Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment
and put in box at the bulletin board. If you would
like the flowers on the week you provided them,
pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. service. Note:
Due to the lack of reservations on the flower chart
we will cancel flowers for any week that has not
been filled by the Wed. before any given Sunday.

PER CAPITA
Our portion for the 2014 Per Capita is
$3,004.92. This amounts to a voluntary contribution of $30.00 per member (not per household).
In 2014, the per capita amounts are as follows:
General Assembly
$ 7.02
Synod of the Trinity
$ 2.20
Donegal Presbytery
$20.24
Cedar Grove
$ .54
Total
$30.00 per member
If you have not contributed please forward to
the church office your voluntary amount of 30.00
per member so that our designated amount can be
paid. A per capita envelope is included with your
2014 envelopes. You can drop it in the offering
plate or send in. Please write your name on the
envelope. You may also mail a check made payable to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop it
in the offering plate. PLEASE MARK CHECKS
“PER CAPITA”.
Sincerely, Session of Cedar Grove
SNOW CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled due to
weather conditions, you can check on
our website
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office (3545573) and listen to the recorded message. If services
are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation message.
If services have not been cancelled, you will hear
only the standard recorded message.
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MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
2-Scott Sweigart
9-Gary Seaman
16-Mary Shuman
23-Scott Sweigart
30-Scott Shuman

GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
2-Bob & Betty Herr
9-Ken & Joanne Hoover
16-Gary & Carol Seaman
23-Dick & Barbara Masho
30-Barbara Smith & Nancy Fiedler

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
29162330-Tom, Wendy & Jen Gross in Memory of
Michael Gross

ELDER ON CALL:
Jerry Peter (717) 354-2557
DEACON ON CALL:
Barbara Zook (717) 656-6322

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
2-Ken Hoover
9-Frank Field
16-Tom Frankhouser
23-Larry Bowersox
30-Dale Trego

TELLER: Elder on Call
HELPERS:
2-Jane Downes
9-Carol Seaman
16-Bob Zook
23-Cris Sweigart
30-Betty Herr

ANNIVERSARIES - MARCH
7-Rodney & Wanda Usner
15-Michael & Brenda Sassaman
17-Daniel & Phyllis Hartman
22-Doug & Karen Mann
BIRTHDAYS - MARCH
2-Marina Sassaman
3-Bob Patterson
5-Gracie Hartman
6-Ruthie Diem
7-Madison Weaver
9-Tom Gross

April 2-Jay & Ellen Rodgers

12-Ray Kahler
13-Sally Usner
13-Steve MacHenry
15-Mary Ellen Leaman
18-Scott Sweigart
22-Wendy Gross
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22-George Downes
24-Hugh MacMaster
28-Scott Shuman
29-Nancy Weaver
April 4-Ben Barrage

Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

The
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CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

MARCH 2014

MARCH 5
7:00 P.M.

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

