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Pastor’s
Corner
Spring is hopping around and moving forward. Life is so colorful and delightful. My
morning routine of watching the birds and seeing the sunshine makes me smile. Warm
weather, yellow daffodils, and green grass are
cheerful.
My intentions have been good: working in
the dirt, pulling weeds, planting and beautifying
my flower gardens. I know that I will need determination and perseverance to do the works.
The plans are good but getting the works done
is another story. I have to make time and great
efforts to achieve the intentions. I know that I
will be very happy when I see my flower gardens looking nice and neat without weeds and
the Japanese beetles. And I must water and fertilize the flowers properly to keep them in beautiful conditions. My enjoyment does not come
only from having good intentions but from seeing the intentions succeeded and well done.
We may have many good intentions about
many things. We know the intentions do not
come alive without doing something about
them. We have good intentions to come to
church regularly, to give more to the church, to
attend Bible study and prayer groups, to participate in the church ministries, to reach out to the
sick and the strangers, and to have good words
to comfort the heartbroken. We have intentions
to get chores done at certain times, to get up
early, to exercise more often, to eat healthily,
and to sing daily. We have good intentions to
make time to ponder on our faith journey and to
hear God better. All are good intentions.

Only we persevere with commitments
and self-disciplines with God’s help to bring

out the good purposes for our lives and others
we can fulfill the good intentions. Always keep
the conversations between God and yourself going. Good intentions to ponder upon:
“Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. . . I can do all
things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4: 8, 13)
Carrying out good intentions must be done in
God’s honor. “And whatever you do, in word
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.” Colossians 3: 17
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

“Frankly, Edna, I think it’s more noticeable
than your shoes not matching your dress.”

PRESBYTERY MEETING – APRIL 26TH

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

April 4th - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 7: Streams of March—Forgiveness
Is 35:1-2, 5-7; Ps 51:1-12; Mt 6:12
Facilitator: Carolyn Tate
Mission Yearbook:
Hostesses: Honey Brook Women
Special Offering: Birthday

The Donegal Presbytery will be holding its
April meeting at Cedar Grove on Tuesday, April
26, from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Help will be needed in
the following areas: parking, greeters, childcare,
attendee registration, meal ticket sales, setup for
dinner, along with serving dinner and subsequent
cleanup. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board. Please volunteer for this important church
event. If you have any questions, please see Barbara MacMaster or Pastor Kris. Thank you.

April 12th - CT MTG.-At the Church – 1:00 p.m.
April

Spring Gathering 9:30 a.m.

April 29-May1 Spring Women’s Retreat
St. Mary of Providence, Honey Brook

Church Spruce Up Day
will be held on Saturday,
April 23. Beginning at
8:30 a.m. Please sign up
on the bulletin board under
the area you would like to work. Please bring
buckets and cleaning supplies for your area.
Lunch will be served.

May 2 - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 8: The Hospitality of Living
Water—Compassion
Acts 4:1-30, 39-42; 2:44-47
Facilitator: Dot & Kristie Overly
Mission Yearbook:
Hostesses:
Special Offering: Hunger

MEN’S BIBLE GROUP
Men’s Bible Group held at
Cedar Grove. Group will meet April 4 & 18. We
meet every other Monday 7:00 p.m.—8:15 p.m..
The study is: Philippians..
All men are invited to join.

Ladies! You are invited!
April 29th – May 1

PRAYER GROUP
Prayer Group meets the 2nd and the 4th Thursdays from 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
It will be an hour of prayer for all needs and concerns. Next meetings will be on April 14 & April
28.

The women of Cedar Grove
PW would be pleased to have
you come to our annual retreat. Our retreat leader is
Kelly Black and the theme will be based on a book
by Kyle Idleman: Not a Fan-But a Complete Committed Follower of Jesus. The retreat will be held
at St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, located between Elverson and Honey Brook. This is a
great time of rest, relaxation and spiritual refreshment. Registration forms are available. We hope
you can attend. Contact Cedar Grove’s office at
717-354- 5573 or Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for
more info.

WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 9:00
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. The study is Psalms. You are encouraged to attend, we would love to have you.
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Did you know…….
Late in 1955 an organ was bought
and installed in the church. At that
time Miss Dorothy Stover and Mrs.
Robert Stanley served as organist
and assistant. That service continued until 1990
when Miss Stover retired. Mrs. Jeannette
Mellinger was director of music from 1953 until
1965 when Ellen Rodgers became director of music and continued for many years. Other assistants
on the organ included Elizabeth Rutter and later,
Douglas Weaver.
Rev. John Buyers retired in January of 1956
closing thirty-five years of service at Cedar Grove
Church. At that time Rev. John M. Gordon was
named interim moderator and the search for a
new pastor began. A few months later Donald
Ealy, a senior at Princeton Seminary was called.
He was ordained and installed on July 17, 1956.
With the calling of a new pastor, the condition of
the manse was revisited. Built about 1850, it was
now over on hundred years old and for the past
thirty-five years had not been used by Mr. Buyers
as his home. It needed attention and the church
had to choose whether to modernize or start from
scratch at build a new manse. They decided to
update and modernize. A new heating system,
plumbing and bath facilities as well as a complete
redecorating throughout was completed at that
time.
Mrs. Ealy, along with Mrs. Robert Mellinger
was instrumental in revitalizing the music of the
choir in the church. A children’s choir was organized and in 1958, robes for the senior choir were
given through the generosity of Miss Edna DeHaven.
The year 1957 marked a significant change in
the way in which elders were selected to serve on
the Session of the church prior to that year once
an elder was selected, He served until he died,
retired or was removed for disciplinary reasons.
In 1956 the Book of Discipline (now called the
Book of Order) mandated a rotary system of
choosing elders. (It is interesting to note that
throughout the history of Cedar Grove to this
point, elders were always “he”.)

Raindrops tumble to the ground
’cause God directs them to come down.
Little seeds sprout from the ground
’cause God directs them up, not down.
Tender roots sink in the ground
’cause God directs them to go down.
Pretty flowers will be found
where raindrops tumbled to the ground.
—MaryAnn Sundby

CEDAR GROVE OFFICERS
SESSION - ELDERS
(Meets 1st Tuesday of the Month @ 7:00 PM)
Class of 2016
Class of 2017 Class of 2018
Barbara Masho Carol Seaman Jerry Peter
Jane Downes
Wendy Gross Bob Zook
Clerk: Wendy Gross
DEACONS
(Meets 2nd Wed. of the Month @ 1:00 PM)
Class of 2016 Class of 2017
Barbara Zook Nancy Fiedler
Barbara Smith Annette Friel

Class of 2018
Sue Bowersox
Barbara
MacMaster
Moderator: Barbara Smith

TRUSTEES
(Meets 1st Wednesday of the Month@ 7:00 PM)
Class of 2016
Class of 2017 Class of 2018
Dan Hartman
Larry Bowersox Don Oakes
Dale Trego
Doug Weaver
Bill Kelso
Chair: Dan Hartman
CEMETERY
Class of 2016 Class of 2017 Class of 2018
Mary Painter
Rod Usner
Bob Zook
Dale Trego
Annette Friel
Barbara Smith
Chair: Barbara Smith
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Reflections on Stewardship
Living for God and Serving Others
"Above all, love each other deeply, because love
covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality
to one another without grumbling. Each one
should use whatever gift he has received to
serve others, faithfully administering God's
grace in its various forms."
1 Peter 4: 8-10 (NIV)
“If it is more blessed to give than to receive,
then most of us are content to let the other fellow have the greater blessing.”
Shailer Matthews (1863-1941)
“If there be any truer measure of a man than by
what he does, it must be by what he gives.” Robert South (1634-1716)
PER CAPITA
2016, per capita is $32.50 per member. This is a
voluntary contribution per member. You may
mail a check made payable to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop in the offering plate.
MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.
THE 2016 FLOWER CHART
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks
payable to “Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark “Flowers”. Put payment
in box at the bulletin board. If you would like the
flowers on the week you provided them, pick
them up after the 10:00 a.m. church service.
YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be held
on Wednesday, April 20th, 11:30 a.m.
at Yoder’s Restaurant.

May Cedar Chips

Special dates ~ April 2016

Please submit any articles by
April 18, 2016

• Administrative Professionals Day, April 27,
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Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
3-Gary Seaman
10-Danny Hartman
17-Vickie Kahler
24-Jodi Roth

GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
3 –Cheri Patterson & Carol Seaman
10 –Butch & Ruthie Diem
17 –Barbara Smith & Annette/Joe Friel
24 –Bob & Barb Zook
ELDER ON CALL:
Robert Zook (717) 656-6322

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
3-Pastor Kris in Honor of her brother,
Waragarn Poontajak’s 59th Birthday.
10-Ron & Jo Rodgers’ in celebration of their new
grand-daughter, Taelin Irene Petett, born on
March 19th, by the proud grandparents. May
God Bless her.
1724-To the Glory of God

DEACON ON CALL:
Susan Bowersox (717) 319-8363
TELLER: Elder on Call
HELPERS:
3 –Barbara Masho
10 –Barbara MacMaster
17—Edie Kurtz
24—

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
3-Dan Hartman
10-Dale Trego
17-Doug Weaver
24–Bill Kelso

ANNIVERSARIES - APRIL
27-Joe & Annette Friel

BIRTHDAYS - APRIL
4-Ben Barrage
8-Rodney Usner
8-Tammy Weaver
11-Annette Friel
11-Nancy Fiedler
14-Charles Sagner
25-Gary Seaman

May 2-Mildred Boley
May 3-Robert Zook
May 5-William Leaman
May 6-Mary Painter
May 7-Emily MacHenry
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The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

APRIL 2016

PRESBYTERY MEETING
APRIL 26TH
4:00 P.M. — 9:00 P.M.
HELD AT CEDAR GROVE
SEE SIGN-UP SHEET TO HELP!

Saturday, April 23.
Beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Sign up on the bulletin board

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

