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Feeling autumn breezes in the air? September is
here and that means we resume Sunday school
classes and chancel choir. How exciting!
“Rally Day” a day of promoting awareness
and motivating involvement in church ministries
held on Sunday, September 13th from 9:00 to 12
Noon in the Fellowship Hall (except worship time
in the sanctuary). Plan to hang around at church
to find out what we are doing as a church. I cannot imagine how fast each day goes by. Only
four months left this year and we are to move forward to do what pleases God.
As our summer is passing by I hope that we
feel the presence of God with us every day and
try to grow in the knowledge of God to understand better God’s mind for us.
When I wake up in the morning, sometimes I
asked myself, “What day is it?” When I get up I
tried to tell myself what should be done or be on
my agenda that day. Before I went to bed, often I
pondered how my day went. Some days I did not
get to do what I thought I would do. Some days I
did what I did not plan to do. Each day life brings
both what I expect and do not expect. So I try to
remind myself a purpose of my day for I know
that if I do not have a purpose what to do, to be,
and to live for each day, my life will be aimless
and empty. God tries to humble me teaching me
to put all my days in God’s hand and to try to
hear God’s voice talking to me.
I always thought that when I drove across a
big bridge, a road or a river was underneath. This
morning I looked down from a bridge I saw a dry
dirt field and many cows following each other
heading across underneath the bridge. “Oh, that
is what we call a cow path” I said to myself.
They knew where to walk and where to go.
Lovely scene! Somebody must have shown those

cows where to walk for their safety and where to
head to.
I should know every day where to walk and
where I am heading to for my safety spiritually
and mentally. No kidding! There is a cow path
and there is Kris’ path.
Remember God’s powerful words. “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans to prosper you, not to harm you, to give you
a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29: 11. One of my
favorite verses. . . God’s assurance of God’s
goodness and good plan for me and my life! Give
thanks.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

Reflections on Stewardship

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Faith and Deeds

September 14 ~ 6:30 p.m.
Soup, Salad & Dessert Supper
Lesson 1: Birthing Waters—Creations
Genesis 1:1-2:4
Facilitator: Diana Boley
Mission Yearbook:

"What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save
him? Suppose a brother or sister is without
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him,
"Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,"
but does nothing about his physical needs, what
good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is
not accompanied by action, is dead.”- James
2:14-17 (NIV)

Oct. 5th - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 2: Life Giving Waters—Baptism
Matthew 3:13-17
Facilitator: Jane Downes
Mission Yearbook: Betty Ferstler
Hostesses: Betty Ferstler
Special Offering: Hunger

“NO person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he
gave.” - Calvin Coolidge

Presbyterian Women’s Soup,
Salad & Dessert Supper will be
held on Monday, September 14 at
6:30 p.m. Bring a salad or dessert
and join us. Please sign the sheet on the bulletin
board (coming in Aug.) if you plan to attend.
Everyone welcome!

"It is one of the most beautiful compensations of
this life that no man can sincerely try to help another without helping himself." - Ralph Waldo
Emerson

PRAYER GROUP

Ladies! You are invited!
Save the Dates: April 29th – May 1

A church family Prayer
Group will begin to meet
every Wednesday, beginning Wednesday, August
19th at Cedar Grove. It will be held from 6:30
p.m.—7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. It will be an
hour of prayer for all needs and concerns. “For
where two or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them.” Matthew 18:30

The women of Cedar Grove PW would be pleased
to have you come to our annual retreat. The retreat will be held at St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, located between Elverson and Honey
Brook. This is a great time of rest, relaxation and
spiritual refreshment. More details will follow
soon. Contact Cedar Grove’s office at 717-3545573 or Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for more information.

Rally Day
Sunday, September 13

WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Rally Day, Sunday, September
13 held in the Fellowship Hall
from 9:00 a.m. until noon (except during worship
time). There will be displays of the following:
Cemetery Committee, Deacons, Christian Education Committee, Congregational Life Committee,
Music & Worship Committee, Stewardship Committee, Mission Committee, Presbyterian Women,
Men’s Bible Group, Women’s Bible Group, Prayer Group and Prayer Shawl Ministry. Please be
sure to check out the displays and see how you
can participate.

Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. Meets every Wednesday at 8:45 a.m.
Beginning on Wed. Sept. 9. Intercessory Prayer
Time is prior to the Bible Study. The study will
be I Corinthians. Everyone welcome!
YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be held on Wed.,
September 16, 11:30 a.m. at Yoder’s Restaurant.
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Did you know…….

Sunday School News
Sunday school classes will resume
classes on Sunday, Sept. 13th.
This is the first Sunday after Labor
Day.
There are two Adult classes beginning at 8:45 a.m.. A Beginner’s
Bible Study which will study the
Gospel of John and the Adult Sunday School. The
children’s Sunday school will be for ages 4 through
12 and will be held from 9:00 a.m. —9:30 a.m. All
are Welcome!

On October 6, 1886, the congregation celebrated one hundred
years since the building of the first
church building at Cedar Grove.
The October 7 issue of the Lancaster New Era
featured the event on their front page. According
to the article, the church was beautifully decorated with “plants, flowers, mottoes and evergreens”. The banner behind the pulpit read,”
Hitherto the Lord has blessed us”. There were
many speakers from near and far participating in
the all-day services with a large choir from different churches of the eastern end of the county
providing the music.
As always, the women of the church provided
an abundance of food for both dinner and supper
that day and over one thousand people enjoyed
the picnic on the lawn of the parsonage across the
road from the church.
It was about this time that the first women’s
organization was formed at Cedar Grove. Always
the women were there to serve but the earliest
records show that on June 1, 1889 the Women’s
Missionary Society was formed. It consisted of
Mrs. Lizzie Hoar, president; Mrs. Emma Ranck,
vice-president; Mrs. Helen Wallace, recording
secretary; Mrs. Jane Wallace, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Maggie Wallace, treasurer; and Mrs.
Laura Ranck, Mrs. Eliza Piersol, and Mrs. Amelia
Witwer, the visiting committee. Its goals were to
support mission work both at home and in the
wider world and they did this through study,
prayer, and needle and thread. The monies raised
through their efforts supported mission hospitals,
schools or even orphanages at home.
Rev. Hoar continued as pastor for twenty six
more years retiring in 1912. He survived many
ups and downs of the little church including that
period of time when it became necessary for the
Synod’s Sustentation Fund to regularly provide at
least a quarter of the pastor’s salary. Actually it
was not until1944 that Cedar Grove became selfsustaining. Thus it is important for current congregations to remember the years when other congregations contributed to our support through
their benevolent giving.

BLESSING SERVICE FOR TEACHERS & CHOIR
A Blessing Service for Sunday School Teachers
and the Choir will be held during morning worship on Sunday, September 13th.
HONORING OUR TEACHERS
We give thanks that you will lead us in the ministry of Christian education. We offer you our
pledge of support. As you teach your students,
may all be open to God’s truth and be inspired to
live the Christian life as fully as possible. Remember that we appreciate greatly the time and
effort you expend as teachers of our church family. May God grant you strength and joy in your
important role.

MEN’S BIBLE GROUP
Men’s Bible Group led by
Rev. Stephen Hollinger. It will be held every other
Monday from 7:00—8:30 p.m. at Cedar Grove.
The group is studying the Letter of James. If anyone has any questions, please feel free to call Pastor Steve at his cellphone 468-5449. Next meeting
dates are September 14 and 28. All men are invited to join the group.

October Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
September 21, 2015
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Kids: This page is for you!

Noah took two animals of each kind into the ark with him
And his family. There they were safe until the flood had passed.

Sunday School Begins Sept. 13
Adult 8:45 a.m.
Children 9:00 a.m.
Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
6-Mary Shuman
13-Scott Sweigart
20-Danny Hartman
27-Bob Zook

GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
6-Bea Kubany & Sue Bowersox
13-Butch & Ruthie Diem
20-Gary & Carol Seaman
27-Barbara Smith & Joe (or Annette) Friel

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
6132027-

ELDER ON CALL:
Wendy Gross (717) 336-5754
DEACON ON CALL:
Barbara Zook (717) 656-6322

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
6-Dan Hartman
13-Dale Trego
20-Doug Weaver
27-Larry Bowersox

TELLER: Elder on Call
HELPERS:
6-Carol Seaman
13-Jane Downes
20-Edie Kurtz
27-Barbara MacMaster

ANNIVERSARIES - SEPTEMBER
5-Jack & Patty Gaudette
6-Don & Judith Oakes
14-Kenny & Meghan Patterson
16-Robert & Betty Herr
22-Scott & Christine Sweigart

BIRTHDAYS - SEPTEMBER
9-Hervey Painter
9-Meghan Patterson
13-Larry Bowersox
15-Susan Bowersox
16-Dorothy Overly

17-Barbara Overly
17-Sue Hicks
22-Sarah Hartman
23-Barb MacMaster
25-Christine Sweigart
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Oct. 4-Dale Smith
Oct. 4-Brian Smith
Oct. 5-Harvey Overly
Oct. 7-Amy MacHenry

The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

SEPTEMBER 2015

Presbyterian
Women’s
Soup, Salad &
Dessert

September 14
6:30 p.m.
Rally Day
Sunday, September 13

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

