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September is here already. We have four
months left this year. The world does turn. My
morning routine is still the same: watching little
birds eating on the bird feeders under the tree in
my front yard. Their world does turn too, I believe, though their routine is still the same – eating, resting, and trying to survive. Some morning, Denzel the cat would bring a dead little
bird to me at the front door.
I will start my sixth year at the Cedar Grove
Church when the year 2017 begins. I thank
God every day for being called to serve the
Lord here. At the Peach Fest and Family Fun
last Saturday, I saw the hard work the church
people did and they worked together joyfully
and tirelessly; I saw how much my people love
the Lord; I saw church people used their special
different gifts working in different areas; I
could see the beautiful hearts for God and
God’s people. How thankful I am to be part of
the church family! I was so happy to see the
people were happy at the Peach Fest and Family
Fun. Thanks to God for the people from near
and far that came to support and enjoy the
event.
“Tell Me Your Story” for fall edition is here
waiting for your stories. What else come in
September at our church: Fall Fest dinner and
open mic, choir and Sunday school classes,
Presbyterian Women, Wednesday Women’s
Bible study, Thursday evening prayer meeting,
Monday men’s Bible study group reconvene.
We can be busy with many things lined up at
church besides our personal routines but remember that we do all these to be closer to the
Lord. God has called churches to be the light of

the world. We are here to shine the light to the
community to see God’s love and salvation.
We are here to build up the church together
through worship, fellowship, and discipleship.
May our serving and giving to the church be our
joy.
“So with yourselves, since you are eager for
spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them for building up the church.” 1 Corinthians 14: 12. Excel
– Shine, outshine, outclass, outdo, outrival, top,
best, and surpass!
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
September 12 - 1:00 p.m.
Soup, Salad & Dessert Supper
Lesson 1: According to Mark
Mark 1-8
Facilitator: Edie Kurtz

Blessing Service for teachers & Choir
A Blessing Service for Sunday School Teachers
and the Choir will be held during morning worship on Sunday, September 11th.

October 3 - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 2: According to Matthew
Matthew 5-7; 13
Facilitator: Diana Boley
Hostesses: Betty Ferstler
Special Offering: Hunger

Honoring our teachers
We give thanks that you will lead us in the ministry of Christian education. We offer you our
pledge of support. As you teach your students,
may all be open to God’s truth and be inspired to
live the Christian life as fully as possible. Remember that we appreciate greatly the time and effort
you expend as teachers of our church family. May
God grant you strength and joy in your important
role.

October 11th - 1:00 p.m. CT Mtg. at the church
Presbyterian Women’s Soup,
Salad & Dessert Supper held on
Monday, September 12 at 6:30
p.m. Bring a soup, salad or dessert
and join us. Please sign the sheet on the bulletin
board if you plan to attend.
All Women Welcome!

Sunday School
There are two Adult classes. A Beginner’s
Bible Study and the Adult Sunday School. Adult
classes begin at 8:45 a.m. Children's Sunday
School ages 4 through 6th grade. Children’s Sunday School begins at 9:00 a.m. All are Welcome!

Ladies! You are invited!
Save the Dates: April 28th – April 30

Men’s Bible Group

The women of Cedar Grove PW would be pleased
to have you come to our annual retreat. The leader is Rev. Jane DeFord. The retreat will be held at
St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, located
between Elverson and Honey Brook. This is a
great time of rest, relaxation and spiritual refreshment. More details will follow soon. Contact Cedar Grove’s office at 717-354- 5573 or Edie Kurtz
at 717-355-9456 for more information.

Men’s Bible Group held at
Cedar Grove. Group will begin
meeting in September, dates to be announced. We
meet every other Monday 7:00 p.m.—8:15 p.m..
All men are invited to join.

Prayer Group
Prayer Group meets the 2nd and the 4th Thursdays from 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
It is an hour of prayer for all needs and concerns.
Next meetings will be on September 8 & 22.

Chancel Choir
The Cedar Grove Chancel Choir
will begin rehearsal on September 8, 2016 at 7:30pm. Please
consider joining us! We are always looking for new choir
members to join an already talented group of
singers. If you have any questions, please speak
to Phyllis Hartman. Thanks very much!

Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 9:00
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. The study is Colossians & Philemon..
You are encouraged to attend, we would love to
have you.
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Did you know…….
For the next year and a half, various
pastors supplied the pulpit. It was not
until February 7, 1982 that Mark L.
Cooper was ordained and installed as
pastor of Cedar Grove. A graduate Of Princeton
Theological Seminary he came to Cedar Grove as a
newly minted pastor and he is often remembered
for his special services, innovative presentations of
communion during such services. It was also during his tenure that the session’s glass ceiling was
broken with the selection of Miss Pearl Wallace to
serve as an elder. At eighty years of age Miss Pearl
led the way for the women of the congregation to
serve in a new way.
Mr. Cooper continued to serve the congregation
until January 5, 1986. For the next year and a half
Rev. Jeffrey W. Palmer served as an interim pastor,
while also serving as a chaplain at Ephrata Community Hospital.
Finally on July 12, 1987, Mr. K. Edward Brandt
was called to Cedar Grove.
During the 1990’s, under the leadership of Pastor K. Edward Brandt, the membership and attendance at Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church began to
flourish. More and more families with young children were attending Sunday school as well as the
Sunday morning worship service. The Church’s
membership on December 31, 1986 was 112. By
December 31, 1999 that number had grown to 242.
Seeing all the new families coming into the
church was a breath of fresh air and very rejuvenating for the congregation. In an effort to accommodate the growth in membership and attendance, the
church began to hold two worship services on Sunday mornings. But it wasn’t long until the need for
more useable space, particularly for the Sunday
school, became apparent.

Doing Good Deeds
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven." (Matthew 5: 14-16 (NIV)

"How far that little candle throws his beams! So
shines a good deed in a naughty world."
- Shakespeare
"What shall I do with my life? How much am I
willing to give of myself, of my time, of my love?"
- Eleanor Roosevelt

The 2016 flower chart
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks
payable to “Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark “Flowers”.
Put payment in box at the bulletin board. If you
would like the flowers on the week you provided
them, pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church
service.

Cemetery Luncheon

Special dates ~ September 2016
• Labor Day, September 5
• Patriot Day, September 11
• National Grandparents Day, September 11
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15-Oct. 15
• First day of autumn, September 22

There will be a Cemetery Fundraising Luncheon on Sunday, September 25 following the Worship Service. Menu will be: Pulled Pork,
Mac & Cheese, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Applesauce, Desserts and Beverage. Cost is by donation and will benefit the Cemetery Fund.
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Presbytery of Donegal Mission Challenge:
$20.16 for 2016
God is on the move in the Presbytery of Donegal! They are innovating ministry through First
Mobile Church, battling hunger in Columbia, PA,
reaching Anglo, Latino, and Oromo populations
through our congregations and fellowships, supporting outreach through Camp Donegal, growing
high school students in faith through the Reality
Retreat, helping congregations develop vital futures, organizing against human trafficking and
violence against women, proclaiming Jesus’ love
and lordship throughout York, Lancaster and
Chester Counties!
As we seek to fund the dreams that God has
for Donegal Presbytery this year and into the future we are issuing a Mission Challenge.
Session has decided to join in the Presbytery
of Donegal $20.16 for 2016 Mission Challenge.
During the month of September we are asking
every regular worshipper of the congregation to
make an extra gift to the presbytery mission fund
in the amount of $20.16.
Their goal, as a presbytery, is to equip leaders
for the future that God is dreaming in our midst
and to empower congregations for the dreams
that God has in each of our local communities.
Please consider an extra $20.16 in 2016!
Make checks payable to: Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church and memo Donegal Mission Challenge.

Church Sign…………..
The Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church has been
within the East Earl community since 1786. As the
ministries continue we aim to enhance our communications with and for the community. The existing
church sign has been here for over 30 years.
We will have a full colored programmable electronic sign. This undertaking is long overdue as the
sign will be easily read from the highway.
The new sign will make it easier for motorists to
locate the church and to see the message by its visibility and readability. The electronic message center would operate during the hours of 6 AM to 10
PM. During the other hours it would be programed
to blank or provide time and temperature. The electronic message center would operate at no more 7%
of the daytime brightness during nighttime hours.
We also can dim the LED to find a final brightness
level that would be agreeable for all parties involved. The electronic message center would not
display flashing or rotating message.
We have a contract with Horst’ Signs and the
sign has been approved by East Earl Township.
ATTENTION: You will have the opportunity to be
a part of the digital sign fundraiser project that will
be presented in the near future.

Fall Fest Dinner
Fall Fest Dinner will be held on Friday, September 9. 6:00 p.m. social
time and 6:30 p.m. is Dinner.
Menu is: Bratwurst, Sauerkraut,
Sautéed onions and bell peppers,
Mashed potatoes, Cooked carrots,
Apple pie w/ice cream, Beverages. It will be
open mic! Please sign up on the bulletin board if
you plan to attend. Payment by donation.

“Tell Me Your Story”
For the fall devotion booklet. Relate a story with a
few verses of scriptures and finish with a short prayer. This reflection will help us learn to relate God
into our daily life and to deepen our faith. A story
must be only up to half 8x11 page. Submit your story either via email at pastorkris@frontier.com or a
hard copy to Pastor Kris. Deadline is Monday, September 26.

“Be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.”
—Maya Angelou
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September Worship Assistants
Greeters & Ushers –10:00 AM
4–Betty Ferstler & Mary Painter
11–Butch & Ruthie Diem
18–Barbara Smith & Annette Friel
25–Bob & Barb Zook

Liturgists - 10:00 AM
4–Bill Kelso
11–Carol Seaman
18–Gary Seaman
25–Scott Sweigart

Elder On Call:
Jane Downes (717) 355-6756

Providing Flowers:
4–Cheri Patterson in Memory of Kenny’s
Birthday
11–Pastor Kris in Memory of 9/11 victims
18–
25–

Deacon On Call:
Nancy Fiedler (717) 354-2758
Tellers:
4–Jane Downes & Carol Seaman
11–Bob Zook & Cris Sweigart
18–Jane Downes & Wendy Gross
25–Jane Downes & Barbara Zook

Trustee on Call:
4-Dan Hartman
11-Dale Trego
18-Doug Weaver
25-Bill Kelso

Anniversaries - September
5-Jack & Patty Gaudette
5-Dan & Ginnette Overly
6-Don & Judith Oakes
22-Scott & Christine Sweigart
Oct. 6-Allen & Shirley Fisher

Birthdays - September
9-Meghan Patterson
13-Larry Bowersox
15-Susan Bowersox
16-Dorothy Overly
17-Barbara Overly

17-Sue Hicks
22-Sarah Hartman
23-Barb MacMaster
24-Jolyn Py
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25-Christine Sweigart
Oct. 4-Dale Smith
Oct. 4-Brian Smith
Oct. 5-Harvey Overly
Oct. 7-Amy MacHenry

The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

September 2016

Cemetery Luncheon
September 25
Following Worship

Fall Fest
September 9
6:00 p.m. Social Time
6:30 p.m. Dinner

Presbyterian
Women’s Soup,
Salad & Dessert
Supper

September 12
6:30 p.m.

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

