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A beautiful colorful season is here. Fall activities have begun. Life is moving along as days
go by inside and outside a church life. When I
was a child I pondered curiously what I would
look like when I was 20. A few decades ago I did
not see or think of myself at age 50. Now I am
closer to 60 than 50. The more I thought of these
numbers, the more I was in awe with God’s love
and grace. How can I move forward as God has
been so good to me? How Should I spend my
days each day worthwhile to honor God? How do
I perceive God’s ways in my call as a pastor and
so I will not displease God? What are the plans
for me now and the plans for my retirement?
These thoughts are wandering in my mind.
Every day is God’s day. To continue living
each day as God’s child there is another question.
How do I see God in my every day? I often look
at an incident and think of how it relates to the
relationships between God and me and beyond. I
went to a concert seeing people stood in a long
line on a sidewalk waiting for hours to get in. I
walked into a show where people took the front
rows to be closer to the performance for whatever
it took. I said to myself I did not see this happened in church on Sunday morning. Where are
our appetites for God? Big and small things happen in my days in and days out. What do I hear?
What is God saying to me? Where do I see God
in my day? What can I learn from what I see?
What is a message?
“Tell Me Your Story” is a way we can exercise our faith by connecting God in our daily life.
I urge you and me to look at either big or small
stories that happen in our lives each day with the
eyes of faith. God is teaching us something all the
time. God is there in our stories. So, tell me your

story. Tell me how you see God and what God’s
message is to you when you are driving, digging
the ground, fixing a faucet, cooking a meal, or
getting dressed? Jot down a story. Relate what
you learn or see with a scripture. Send me your
story.
“So teach us to count our days that we may
gain a wise heart. Satisfy us in the morning with
your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be
glad all our days.” Psalm 90: 12, 14. Let us connect our days with God. And let us connect God
with our days.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

Reflections on Stewardship

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Giving versus Receiving

Oct. 5th - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 2: Life Giving Waters—Baptism
Matthew 3:13-17
Facilitator: Jane Downes
Mission Yearbook: Betty Ferstler
Hostess: Betty Ferstler
Special Offering: Hunger

“...remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive'" - Acts 20:35 (NIV)
“We make a living by what we get; we make a
life by what we give.” - Winston Churchill (18741965)

Oct. 13th - CT MTG.-At the Church – 1:00 p.m.
Nov.

“Generosity during life is a very different thing
from generosity in the hour of death; one proceeds from genuine liberality and benevolence,
the other from pride or fear.” - Horace Mann

9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Fall Resource Day

Nov. 2nd - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 2: Absence of Water—Thirst and
Longing.
Ex. 17:1-7, Ps 42:1-2, 63:1; Jn 19:28
Facilitator: Edie Kurtz
Mission Yearbook: Barb Masho
Hostesses: Barb Masho
Special Offering: Thank Offering

CROP Walk/Ride
CROP Walk will be held Sunday,
Oct. 18, beginning at 1:30 p.m. at
New Holland Park. If you have
questions or would like sponsor
sheets, please see Barb MacMaster. If you cannot walk, please connsider sponsoring someone.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The Presbyterian Women praise God for your
faithful contributions to our Summer Offering.
Your generosity has enabled us to maintain our
yearly commitment to the Presbytery, defray expenses for our program and Spring Retreat and
support local charities including, The Food Bank,
Water Street Ministries, and Christ’s Home for
Children and needy adults. We also support the
American Leprosy Missions.
Our meetings are held the first Monday of each
month, Sept. through June. All women are invited
to participate. This year our Bible Study will be
“Come to the Waters”.

“Change to Change Hunger for CROP”
Sunday, October 18, after church service,
there will be a table in the vestibule to
collect your change for CROP.
YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, October 21,
11:30 a.m. at Yoder’s Restaurant.

Ladies! You are invited!
Save the Dates: April 29th – May 1

WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The women of Cedar Grove PW would be pleased
to have you come to our annual retreat. The retreat will be held at St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center, located between Elverson and Honey
Brook. This is a great time of rest, relaxation and
spiritual refreshment. More details will follow.
Contact Cedar Grove’s office at 717-354- 5573 or
Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for more info.

Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 9:00
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. Beginning Oct. 15 the study will be
Isaiah. You are encouraged to attend, we would
love to have you.
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Painters Perch

Come to worship with people
around the globe on World
Communion Sunday, October
4, 10:00 a.m. Peacemaking
offering will be received.

Daniel Mark Hartman

To my parents, Herb and Naomi Hartman, whom
without their spiritual an physical nurturing, a
poem of any work may not be found in me!

PRAISE SERVICE
Cedar Grove will hold a Praise
Service on Friday November 6
at 7:00 p.m. It will be held in
the Fellowship Hall. There
will be refreshments and games
following the service.

My ladder rests in the nook of this chimney
Staunch and statuette, on this November day.
Geese interrupt my solitude, but sing
a pretty song, in their own voice.
From my perch, the farmers fields look tired
and weary from harvest, but yield gourds
and pumpkins in one grand finale.

Praise the Lord!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Psalm 149:1 (NRSV)

The church steeple in this tiny town,
points far above the setting sun,
that sets a great solo.

Reminder……

The sun, God’s Son, made all this possible,
in every way, the reason we know the night
from the day.
Paint on the bristles glistens, in a summer
remembrance, but autumns cool touch,
taps at my shoulder.

Daylight Saving Time Ends on
November 1, 2015. Be sure to
turn your clocks back one hour!
MEN’S BIBLE GROUP
Men’s Bible Group led by Rev.
Stephen Hollinger. It is held every other Monday
from 7:00—8:30 p.m. at Cedar Grove. The group
is studying the Letter of James. If anyone has any
questions, please feel free to call Steve at his cellphone 468-5449. Next meeting dates are October
12 and 26. All men are invited to join the group.

Children romp and wrestle, in an after school
frolic, along with the neighborhood dogs,
speaking of this Glory.
Down my ladder, my mind goes to the soon
smiles, the blessings of life,
Sarah, Grace, and Phyllis my wife.
And the wood stove glows, as I shed
these threads,
The painters threads, all on the
Autumn day, all in a day.

SAFETY IN CHURCHES
You are invited to attend a presentation on
“Safety in Churches” led by Lieutenant Jonathan
Heisse on Tues., October 13, 2015 at 7:00 PM at
the chapel of Garden Spot Village located at 433
South Kinzer Avenue in New Holland. You are
encouraged to attend. The presentation is free
and open to the public to learn how to be prepared for safety in churches.

November Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
October 19, 2015
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“Tell Me Your Story”
The Christian Education Committee encourages you,
everyone in the Cedar Grove Church family to write a
story how you see God in your days. Let’s try to bring a
story out into writing to be an inspiration and a witness
to who God is in your life. Relate a story with a few
verses of the scriptures and finish the story with a short
prayer. This reflection will help us learn to relate God
into our daily life and will help our Christian faith to
grow in the knowledge of God and in spirit. Each person
is welcome to write up to 3 stories.
Note: Must be a story (not a statement or a thought)
such as a story about when you walk your dog, work in a
garden, are at a grocery store, driving, at a post office, at
work, and etc.
A story must be only up to half 8x11 page. Submit
your story either via email or a hard copy to Pastor Kris
at pastorkris@frontier.com. Deadline is November 15,
2015. The stories will be put together as a devotion
booklet.
Examples:
Story One
Psalm 59: 17 “O my strength, I will sing praises to you,
for you, O God, are my fortress, the God who shows me
steadfast love.”
I came home one evening in a very bad mood. A
long and nerve disturbed meeting I said. I walked into
the house feeling mad. And there he was, Max wagging
his tail greeting me happily. He was always happy to see
me no matter what mood I came home with. And his
delight calmed me down. God tells me the same message. I don’t have to be right or perfect to be embraced,
to be accepted, and to be loved by God. God’s love is
so unconditionally and forgiving. God used Max to
humble me and for me to be assured how much God
loves me. In my weakness I saw God’s strength. God’s
love and faithfulness to me never change.
“Loving God, I thank you for loving me unconditionally,
for welcoming me as I am, and for always offering your
love and joy even to my troubled soul. Help me live a
life that gives you praises and honor. Amen.”
-Pastor Kris

neighbor dogs to run to the fence with their noses
against the screen staring and barking. I kept talking to
the two dogs, “Hi Lucky. Hi Duke. It is OK.” They
quiet down and stopped barking but still staring. They
looked at me like, “Hey, you know my name. You
sounded friendly. You aren’t so bad.” I learned that I
could calm their anxiety and sooth their little frightened
minds by speaking softly to them. I pondered inside
me, “Wouldn’t it be nice if people try to speak gently
and encouragingly to each other and especially in the
midst of unpleasant situations?”
“Lord, help us to speak the words that build up not tear
down. Help us to offer hospitality not hostility to those
who we connect with each day. Amen.”
-Pastor Kris

Story Two
Ephesians 4: 29 “Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there
is need, so that your words may give grace to those who
hear.”
Every morning I went outside to feed Handsome my
cat in the shade in my backyard. Of course Denzel the
cat followed and sometimes Max the beagle did too like
a pet parade across the lawn. Often this stirred up my
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Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
4-Scott Shuman
11-Scott Sweigart
18-Betty Ferstler
25-Jodi Roth

GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
4-Bob & Barb Zook
11-Butch & Ruthie Diem
18-Barbara Smith & Joe (or Annette) Friel
25-Bob & Barb Zook

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
4111825-

ELDER ON CALL:
Scott Sweigart (717) 354-4507
DEACON ON CALL:
Susan Bowersox (717) 319-8363

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
4-Dan Hartman
11-Dale Trego
18-Doug Weaver
25-Larry Bowersox

TELLER: Elder on Call
HELPERS:
4-Bob Zook
11-Carol Seaman
18-Jerry Peter
25-Barbara Masho

ANNIVERSARIES - OCTOBER
1-Bob & Bonnie Patterson
9-Larry & Susan Bowersox
11-Mary & Scott Shuman
15-Steve & Amy MacHenry
BIRTHDAYS - OCTOBER
4-Dale Smith
4-Brian Smith
5-Harvey Overly
7-Amy MacHenry
8-Doug Weaver

19-Glenn & Barbara Zook
20-Gary & Carol Seaman
21-Steve & Jacque Hollinger

8-Jennifer Leaman
9-John G. Overly
11-Joyce Eberly
15-Doug Mann
15-Allen Fisher
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19-Don Oakes
24-Barbara Masho
Nov. 4-Michael Sassaman
Nov. 6-Dorothy Myers
Nov. 7-Fred C. Weaver

The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested
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World Communion
Sunday, October 4,
10:00 a.m.
Peacemaking offering will be received.

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

