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November is grey.  November is cold.  November 

is coming too fast.  How does it feel to think of 

November or any day like these?  Depressing and 

lifeless!  How about November is thanksgiving.  

November is colorful mums and pumpkins.  No-

vember is beautiful golden leaves covering the 

grounds.  November is the feasts.  Wow, how ex-

citing to enter such month! 

  

I love Thanksgiving.  I love autumn decorations.  

I love special occasions and days in November: 

Stewardship Sunday, All Saints Day, World 

Community Day, A Praise Service, Veterans Day, 

A Community Service of Hope, A Lancaster Cho-

rale Fall Concert, A Feast before the Feast, A 

Community Thanksgiving Eve Service, Thanks-

giving Day with family and friends and with a 

good long weekend for me as a pastor, hanging 

the green, and more.  November is so eventful, 

beautiful, tasteful, and hopeful.  Life and lively!    

 

While I am working in my office, I hear and see 

traffic on route 322 nonstop: big trucks, small 

trucks, buses, vans, cars, buggies, bicycles, and 

etc.  People do something and go somewhere.  

Life is a movement from one place to another re-

gardless when we are laying in beds at home, or 

in the hospital, or when we are sitting down at 

home, in the office, or traveling on the roads.  

How does my life move from one spot to the 

next?   

 

November is a time to give thanks.  I am remind-

ing myself once again to make a list of what I am 

thankful for.  I want to invite you to do the same.  

Sometimes we get caught up with our own 

thoughts, emotions, problems, short comings, and 

 

frustrations so much and forget to look up and 

smile to God and say ñThank You.ò  

 

The Lord speaks to me loudly and clearly.  ñGive 

thanks.  Humble yourself to love and care for oth-

ers.  Feel Godôs love in your heart.  Stay calm and 

donôt let anything or anyone bother your nerves.  

Keep smiling.ò   

 

The scripture says, ñI will give thanks to the Lord 

with my whole heart; I will tell of all your won-

derful deeds.  I will be glad and exult in you; I 

will sing praise to your name, O Most High.ò  

Psalm 9: 1-2. 
 

             ñGod is Good!  Life is Precious!ò                                         
                                             

                          Signed Pastor Kris 

 

Our Vision 
 

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church  

seeks to glorify God  

through nurturing spiritual growth,  

developing faithful discipleship,  

and serving our community. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
  
 Nov. 2nd  -  1:00 p.m. 

   Lesson 3:  Absence of WaterðThirst and  

      Longing. Ex. 17:1-7, Ps 42:1-2, 63:1; Jn 19:28  

   Facilitator:   Edie Kurtz 

   Mission Yearbook:  Barb Masho  

   Hostesses:   Barb Masho 

   Special Offering:   Thank Offering 
 

Nov.      9:30 a.m.ð1:00 p.m.  Fall Resource Day 
 

Dec. 7th -  Noon 

   12:00 p.m. - Christmas Covered Dish Dinner  

                          and Party 

          Gifts for WSRMðMittens, Hats & 

                       Socks for all ages 
 

Dec. 8th - CT MTG.-At the Church ï 1:00 p.m. 

Reflections on Stewardship 
 

 

{ƻǿƛƴƎ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ 
 
 ά9ŀŎƘ Ƴŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ 
Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƳπ
ǇǳƭǎƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŀ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ ƎƛǾŜǊΦϦ- н /ƻǊƛƴπ
ǘƘƛŀƴǎ фΥт όbL±ύ 
 
άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦέ -  aƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ όмфмл-фтύ 
 
ά9ŀǊƴ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ {ŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 
ŎŀƴΦ LƴǾŜǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ DƛǾŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦέ -  WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ όмтло-фмύ 
 
Ϧ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ 
ƛŦ ƘŜ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΣ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƘŜ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ! ǊƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜπ
ŎǊŀǘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻŦ 
ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ! ǇƻƻǊ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 
Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
ƘƛƳΦϦ - bƻǊƳŀƴ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ tŜŀƭŜ 

WEDNESDAY MORNING  

WOMENôS BIBLE STUDY 
 

Wed. Morning Womenôs Bible Study & Interces-

sory Prayer.  We meet every Wednesday at 9:00 

a.m.  Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bi-

ble Study.  The study is Isaiah.  You are encour-

aged to attend, we would love to have you.    

Ladies!  You are invited! 

Save the Dates:   April 29th ï May 1 
 

The women of Cedar Grove PW would be pleased 

to have you come to our annual retreat.  The retreat 

will be held at St. Maryôs of Providence Retreat 

Center, located between Elverson and Honey 

Brook.  This is a great time of rest, relaxation and 

spiritual refreshment.  More details will follow. 

Contact Cedar Groveôs office at 717-354- 5573 or 

Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for more info.  

Presbyterian Womenôs  

Covered Dish  
 

Monday, Dec. 7.. The meal will 

begin at noon.  Everyone attending is asked to 

bring a covered dish. The meal will be followed 

by a Christmas Program.  All women are invited.  

Sign up on the bulletin board if you plan to attend.    

WATER STREET  

MISSION PROJECT 
 

     We will be collecting blankets for 

Water Street Ministry on Nov. 15, 22, 

Nov. 29 and Dec. 6.  If blankets are 

used they should be in good condition 

and clean.   

   We will collect socks, mittens and hats for all 

ages on December 6th or December 7th at the PW 

Covered Dish Dinner.  Questions see Edie Kurtz,  

Mission Chair,  PW 

FEAST BEFORE  

THE FEAST 
 

 The Deacons are planning the 

annual ñFeast before the Feastò 

luncheon after worship on Nov. 22nd.  This is an 

opportunity to enjoy fellowship and also help 

others by bringing non-perishable food items for 

the Food Pantry.  Deacons will provide ham, rolls 

and beverage.  If you can contribute to our meal a 

sign-up sheet for vegetables, salads and desserts 

is on the bulletin board.   



  Did you knowéé. 
 

 

   During the period in the late 

1800ôs the situation of the little 

church in Churchtown that was 

an off-shoot of Cedar Grove created many 

difficult situations for the Trustees who were 

charged with the maintenance of the Church-

town facility, the pastor, and the good people 

of Churchtown who were supportive and 

sometimes possessive of the little church. On 

more than one occasion, the Presbytery had 

to intervene to keep peace and restore order 

to the various situations which arose from 

questions about the Trust given by the Jen-

kins for the care of the Churchtown Church. 

In 1897-98 major repairs were again made to 

the church building at Cedar Grove and a 

service of rededication was held in January 

of 1898. And in December of 1900 the 25
th
 

anniversary of Mr. Hoarôs pastorate was ob-

served. The members of Session from 1853 

to 1900 were: George Russell, 44 years; 

John S. Wallace, 29 years; Christian Stauf-

fer, 31 years; Edward M. Wallace, 18 years; 

Martin C. Weiler, 11 years; and Henry W. 

Weaver, 18 years. Obviously there were not 

term limits at that time, nor were the ladies of 

the congregation represented on the Session 

level. 
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MENôS BIBLE GROUP  
 

Menôs Bible Group led by Rev. 

Stephen Hollinger.  It will be held every other 

Monday from 7:00ð8:30 p.m. at Cedar Grove. 

The group is studying the Letter of James.  If an-

yone has any questions, please feel free to call 

Steve at his cellphone 468-5449.  Next meeting 

dates are November 9 and 23. All men are invit-

ed to join the group. 

  December Cedar Chips 
 

  Please submit any articles by  

  November 16, 2015 

.CHRISTMAS IS COMING!! 
 
 

Yes, believe it or not, Christmas will 

be here again before we know it! 

Once again we will have names available on 

Christmas trees so that you can share the Christ-

mas spirit with others.  

      The tree will be in the vestibule on Novem-

ber 29th.  It will have the names of Welsh Moun-

tain Home residents. These gifts should be 

wrapped and names clearly marked. They must 

be brought to the church by December 20th.        

      Thank you for your generous giving. 

 Hanging of the Greens  
  
     We will decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas on Saturday, November 

28, at 10:00 a.m.  All are welcome to attend and 

take part in its transformation!   

 

Minute for Mission  

Caring Fund 
 

  November 29 is our 5th Sun-

day Mission Offering.  The giving will go into 

our Caring Fund.  Please consider giving to this 

fund which is used for the financial assistance of 

those in our congregation.  This is an ongoing 

mission. 

      

THE 2016 FLOWER CHART  
 

     Cost is $25.00 per week.  

Checks payable to ñCedar Grove 

Presbyterian Churchò and mark 

ñFlowersò.  Fill out an envelope, include payment 

and put in box at the bulletin board.  If you would 

like the flowers on the week you provided them, 

pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church service.    

Advent Readers 

 
Advent!  FamiliesðIndividualsð

Please sign up to do a short  devotional reading 

and light a candle at the start of services in Ad-

vent.  A sign up sheet is posted in the hall-

way.  See Carol Seaman for a devotional booklet. 
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   òTell Me Your Storyó 
 

     The Christian Education Committee encourages you, 
everyone in the Cedar Grove Church family to write a 

story how you see God in your days.  Letôs try to bring a 

story out into writing to be an inspiration and a witness 

to who God is in your life.  Relate a story with a few 

verses of the scriptures and finish the story with a short 

prayer.  This reflection will help us learn to relate God 

into our daily life and will help our Christian faith to 

grow in the knowledge of God and in spirit.  Each person 

is welcome to write up to 3 stories.   

       Note: Must be a story (not a statement or a thought) 

such as a story about when you walk your dog, work in a 

garden, are at a grocery store, driving, at a post office, at 

work, and etc.   

       A story must be only up to half 8x11 page.  Submit 

your story either via email or a hard copy to Pastor Kris 

at pastorkris@frontier.com.  Deadline is November 15, 

2015.  The stories will be put together as a devotion 

booklet. 
 

Examples: 
 

Story One  

Psalm 59: 17 ñO my strength, I will sing praises to you, 

for you, O God, are my fortress, the God who shows me 

steadfast love.ò   

       I came home one evening in a very bad mood.  A 

long and nerve disturbed meeting I said.  I walked into 

the house feeling mad.  And there he was, Max wagging 

his tail greeting me happily.  He was always happy to see 

me no matter what mood I came home with.  And his 

delight calmed me down.  God tells me the same mes-

sage.  I donôt have to be right or perfect to be embraced, 

to be accepted, and to be  loved by God.  Godôs love is 

so unconditionally and forgiving.  God used Max to 

humble me and for me to be assured how much God 

loves me.  In my weakness I saw Godôs strength.  Godôs 

love and faithfulness to me never change. 

ñLoving God, I thank you for loving me unconditionally, 

for welcoming me as I am, and for always offering your 

love and joy even to my troubled soul.  Help me live a 

life that gives you praises and honor.  Amen.ò 

                                                      -Pastor Kris 
 

Story Two 

Ephesians 4: 29 ñLet no evil talk come out of your 

mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there 

is need, so that your words may give grace to those who 

hear.ò 

       Every morning I went outside to feed Handsome my 

cat in the shade in my backyard.  Of course Denzel the 

cat followed and sometimes Max the beagle did too like 

a pet parade across the lawn.  Often this stirred up my 

neighbor dogs to run to the fence with their noses against 

the screen staring and barking.  I kept talking to the two 

dogs, ñHi Lucky.  Hi Duke.  It is OK.ò  They quiet 

down and stopped barking but still staring.  They 

looked at me like, ñHey, you know my name.  You 

sounded friendly.  You arenôt so bad.ò  I learned that I 

could calm their anxiety and sooth their little fright-

ened minds by speaking softly to them.  I pondered 

inside me, ñWouldnôt it be nice if people try to speak 

gently and encouragingly to each other and especially 

in the midst of unpleasant situations?ò 

ñLord, help us to speak the words that build up not tear 

down.  Help us to offer hospitality not hostility to 

those who we connect with each day.  Amen.ò     

                                                                 -Pastor Kris 



   hǊŘŜǊ  ȅƻǳǊ  tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀǎ 

Help beautify the sanctuary for 

the Christmas season!   Red, 

white or pink poinsettias can be 

ordered between Nov. 8 and Nov. 29.    

Order forms will be in the bulletin on Nov. 

8.  Cost is $6.25 per plant.  Fill out the bot-

tom of the order form and place, with pay-

ment, in the box under the bulletin board.  

Any questions, contact the church office 

(717) 354-5573.  Deadline  for orders is: Nov.  

29.  Poinsettias can be picked up after the 

Christmas Eve Services or Dec. 27th.  

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 

pm at Ranckôs United Methodist 

Church, 700 Ranck Road, New 

Holland, hosted by Pastor Kevin Readman.   The 

Rev. Dawn Ranck Hower, pastor at New Hol-

land Mennonite Church  will deliver the sermon.   

Offering Opportunities:  Monetary gifts to sup-

port Elanco Social Service Networkôs (ESSN) 

ñGetting Ahead in a Getting By Worldò pro-

gram. & Non-perishable food items for New 

Holland Area Food Pantry. 

Praise Service 
 

There will be a Praise Ser-

vice at Cedar Grove on Fri-

day, November 6, 2015 at 

7:00 PM followed by refresh-

ments and games.   It will be 

held in the Fellowship Hall. 

Special dates ~ November 2015 
 

 

Å All Saintsô Day, November 1  

Å Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 1  

Å Veterans Day, November 11  

Å Christ the King Sunday, November 22  

Å Thanksgiving, November 26  

Å First Sunday of Advent, November 29  

 

From harm  
to good 

 

     Squanto, the Native Ameri-

can who helped the Pilgrims, 

has a background remarkably 

similar to that of Joseph in Genesis.  

     Years before the Pilgrims arrived in America, 

English traders kidnapped Squanto and other 

Native Americans and sold them as slaves in 

Spain. Incredibly, Squanto was bought by 

monks, who set him free and taught him about 

Jesus. Later Squanto sailed to England, hoping 

for passage to America. But he had to wait 

years, so he worked as a stable hand and learned 

English. Finally able to travel home, he was dev-

astated to find his tribe wiped out by smallpox.  

     A couple of years later, the Pilgrims came 

ashore, tired, sick and having lost many ship-

mates on the way. Implausibly, they encountered 

an English-speaking Native American, who 

shared his friendship and knowledge. Like Jo-

seph going from his homeland to Egypt and 

from slave to expert leader, Squanto experienced 

Godôs leading ð even when the path was lit-

tered with misfortune.  

     Using Squanto, God saved a whole commu-

nity. What some intended for harm, God turned 

into good (see Genesis 50:20).  

          YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON  
 

Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be 

held on Wednesday, November 18, 

11:30 a.m. at Yoderôs Restaurant.    
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Presentation 
 

Safe Vehicle Operation 
 

A free presentation ñsafe vehi-

cle operationò led by Valley Township Police 

Chief Joe Friel open to public will be held on 

Saturday, November 21st at 1:00 PM at the Ce-

dar Grove Presbyterian Church.  The presenta-

tion will give a good perspective on how to keep 

oneself and other motorist safe.  This presenta-

tion is for all drivers especially to the people 

who have been driving for a long time and 

for  young adults just getting drivers license.   
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