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Pastor’s
Corner
Another year is coming to an end. We remember November for Thanksgiving and December for Christmas. Let’s consider what’s in
between - Advent. The Latin word adventus
means "coming". The word commonly was
used to refer to the Second Coming of Christ.
For churches the season of Advent anticipates
the coming of Christ from two perspectives: the
season offers the opportunity to share in the
longing for the coming of the Messiah, and to
be alert for his Second Coming.
I am thankful for growing up in church and
learning church calendar and seasons all these
years. We have Lent to prepare ourselves for
Easter and Advent to prepare ourselves for
Christmas by having special Bible study, reflections, and meditations. Every day of life is a
learning process to grow healthily.
I grew up in a youth group. We practiced
Christmas songs from October after school at a
place in the neighborhood that had a piano. I
remember how much fun we had practicing
singing and in different parts. I chose to sing
alto because I thought that I wanted to do more
difficult part than just singing the melody. Our
youth group was famous in singing anthems at
our home church all year round and at other
churches or at houses services for special occasions. We used guitars to lead us.
Various groups and churches sang Christmas
carols at church people’s homes at nights during the month of December. My home church
sang at the governor’s house every year and still
does. They were Buddhists, very welcoming
and fed us well. My youth group normally
picked Friday before Christmas for our caroling
night. We traveled on bicycles so we did not
disturb the people. We started out at midnight
and finished singing around 6 AM. This was
because we wanted the people to go to bed first

and our songs would wake them up sounded
like angels singing. However, the hosts normally turned the lights on and invited us in for refreshments after we were done singing and
wishing them blessings outside their doors. By
the time we were about to finish up at a few last
houses, our bellies were full and we knew to
take tote bags with us to take snacks homes.
“For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. Isaiah 9: 6. Emmanuel - God is with us.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Pastor Kris

“We’re teaching our children the
importance of regular church
attendance...what time should we
pick them up?”

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

"A Christmas Message"

December 5 - Noon
Christmas Covered Dish Dinner And Party
Gifts for WSRM—Mittens, Hats &
Socks for all ages

Christmas holds the mystery
Of how God touched the earth
By giving us the Christ child
In a newborn baby’s birth.

December 13 1:00 p.m. CT Mtg. at church
January 2 - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 4: According to John
John 1; 9;10
Facilitator: Betty Ferstler
Hostesses: Jane Downes
Special Offering: Hunger

Great awe was in young Mary’s heart,
And in the shepherds’ pace
As they ran quickly to the town
And found that special place.
These humble shepherds knelt before
This tiny newborn king;
And as they did so, they could hear
The lovely angels sing:

Presbyterian Women’s
Covered Dish
Monday, Dec. 5.. The meal will begin at noon.
Everyone attending is asked to bring a covered
dish. The meal will be followed by a Christmas
Program. All women are invited. Sign up on the
bulletin board if you plan to attend.

“Fear not, for unto you this day,
The Prince of Peace has come
To share God’s love throughout the world.
Rejoice now, everyone!”

Water Street
Mission Project

—Peggy Ferrell

We will be collecting blankets
for Water Street Ministry on Dec. 4.
If blankets are used they should be in
good condition and clean.
We will collect socks, mittens and
hats for all ages on December 4th or
December 5th at the PW Covered Dish Dinner.
Questions see Edie Kurtz, Mission Co-Chair,
PW

Men’s Bible Group
Men’s Bible Group held at
Cedar Grove. Group will meet
the 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:00 p.m.—8:15 p.m.
Next meetings will be December 12 & 26. The
study is: Philippians. All men are invited to join.

Ladies! You are invited!
Save the Dates: April
28th—30th

January Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
December 19, 2016

The women of Cedar Grove PW
would be pleased to have you
come to our annual retreat. The
leader is Rev. Jane DeFord. The retreat will be
held at St. Mary’s of Providence Retreat Center,
located between Elverson and Honey Brook. This
is a great time of rest, relaxation and spiritual refreshment. More details will follow soon. Contact
Cedar Grove’s office at 717-354- 5573 or Edie
Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for more information.

Prayer Group
Prayer Group meets the 2nd and the 4th Thursdays from 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
It is an hour of prayer for all needs and concerns.
Next meeting will be on December 8 & 22.
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Did you know…….

Poinsettias
If you ordered Poinsettias
they can be picked up after
the Christmas Eve Service or
Sunday, December 25.

Now the church turned its full
attention to acquiring a new pastor.
The Presbyterian process for acquiring a new pastor is a long and arduous one. Unlike independent evangelical churches,
the process of hiring a new pastor is not a process
of the congregation simply hiring a new pastor. In
the Presbyterian system, the congregation does not
have the power to go hire a new pastor. The presbytery is intimately involved in assisting the congregation in finding a new pastor.
But neither is the process in the Presbyterian
Church like the Catholic process of appointing a
new priest to a church, wherein the Archdiocese (or
the Presbytery) simply selects and appoints the new
person and the church has no say. In the Presbyterian Church, the process is a threefold partnership
among the search committee of the individual
church, the Presbytery, and the pastoral candidate.
All have to agree on the terms of call to serve.
The process begins with the church doing a selfassessment to determine its needs and goals and the
kind of pastor who would best fit the congregation.
This takes many months of introspection. Then it
involves assessing numerous candidates who are
preselected by the Presbytery-- through interviews
and visits to their current church. The process literally can take years to thoroughly complete and by
the end, everyone is exhausted, ready and excited to
welcome the new pastor.
Finally, on October 14, 2001, after waiting for
two and a half years after the departure of Ed
Brandt, Rev. Lawrence S. Moir was welcomed to
the church with a festive social gathering in the
new education wing and installed as pastor. The
congregation was very excited to once again have
the benefit of a pastor to lead them.

Advent Readers
Advent! Families—Individuals—
Please sign up to do a short devotional reading and light a candle at the start of
services in Advent. A sign up sheet is posted in
the hallway. See Carol Seaman for a devotional
booklet.
.Christmas

is coming!!

Yes, believe it or not, Christmas will
be here again before we know it!
Once again we will have names available on Christmas trees so that you can share the
Christmas spirit with others.
The tree will be in the vestibule on November 27th. It will have the names of Welsh Mountain Home residents. These gifts should be
wrapped and names clearly marked. They must
be brought to the church by December 18th.
Thank you for your generous giving.
SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can
now hear about it through three different
sources. You can check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office (3545573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation
message. If services have not been cancelled, you
will hear only the standard recorded message.

Cantata
“And Glory Shone
Around”

Orchestrated by Brant Adams

Two boys were walking home from church
after hearing a strong preaching on the devil.
One said to the other, "What do you think about
all this Satan stuff?"
The other boy replied, "Well, you know how
Santa Claus turned out. It's probably just your
dad"

Christmas Eve Cantata &
Candlelight December 24 at
7:00 p.m.
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Money & Wealth
“Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless"
—Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV)
“A checkbook is a theological document; it will
tell you who and what you worship.”
— Billy Graham
NEW ELECTRONIC
SIGN
FUNDRAISING
PROJECT:
Our church’s new electronic sign will soon be
operational to effectively
communicate our ministries to the local community. The approximate cost
of the sign is $30,000. The
Stewardship Committee
has posted on the wall near the Mission board a
puzzle. Each piece of the puzzle will have a designated dollar amount (ranging from $25 to
$1,000). Please consider purchasing one or more
puzzle pieces. The monies will be used to reimburse the Memorial Fund for the purchase of the
sign. As each piece of the puzzle is removed, an
area of the sign will be uncovered until all the pieces are removed and the new sign will be on full display. We have raised $5,925.00 to date. Make
checks payable to Cedar Grove Presbyterian
Church and memo church sign.

Christmas Joy Offering
Good News of Great Joy
Christmas Joy Offering will be
collected on Sunday, Dec. 18.

Special dates ~ December 2016
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 4
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 11
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18
• First day of winter, December 21
• Christmas Eve, December 24
• Christmas Day, December 25
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31
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Coloring Page for All Ages!
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December Worship Assistants
Greeters & Ushers –10:00 AM
4-Cheri Patterson & Barbara MacMaster
11-Butch & Ruthie Diem
18-Barbara Smith & Nancy Fiedler
25-Bob & Barb Zook

Liturgists - 10:00 AM
4-Larry Bowersox
11-Barbara Masho
18-Scott Sweigart
25-Carol Seaman

Elder On Call:
Barbara Masho (717) 355-6706

Providing Flowers:
4-Ferstler Family, Remembering Mother in the
Glory of God
1118-Poinsettias
25-Poinsettias

Deacon On Call:
Barbara MacMaster 717-354-8604
Teller: Elder on Call

Trustee on Call:
4-Dan Hartman
11-Dale Trego
18-Doug Weaver
25–Bill Kelso

Helpers:
4-Bob Zook
11-Jerry Peter
18-Barbara MacMaster
25-Carol Seaman

Anniversaries - December
2-Fred & Tammy Weaver
21-Dean & Jennifer Leaman
23-Charles & Bonnie Sagner

Birthdays - December
4-Lawrence Ferstler
6-Betty Ferstler
8-Tom Smith
12-Peggy Musser
14-Carol Weaver

19-Kaden Jones
22-Elayne Hendrickson
27-Bea Kubany
28-Dale Trego
29-Carol Seaman
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Dec. 6-Robert Ferstler

The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

December 2016

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

