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the Cedar Chips

Pastor’s
Corner

One more month to the end the year 2019!
Too fast – but however I feel, the truth is that
time keeps moving forward. A clock keeps its
tick-tock going. I know what day it is regardless if I want to believe it or not. I have the facts
to determine a right understanding. When a
clock does not work properly, it stops telling
time or tells incorrect time. Many harmful consequences can happen when we depend on a
watch that is inaccurate. We can miss an appointment. We can miss a plane. We can lose
our job. We can damage a friendship.
As we are heading toward the end of the
year, take an opportunity to consider how we
want to walk through the rest of the year into a
new year to come. Remember Jesus’ words. “I
am the way, the truth, and the Life” John 14: 6.
Jesus is the truth we can count on, the real truth
that is always perfect and truthful and will never cause any danger on the path of our life.
Depending on the faithful God who is the
truth and way of life is for our good. Sadly
many choose to depend on what is not worthy
to the souls. The consequences of not directing
our life on Jesus are worse than believing in a
slow tick-tock on a clock thinking it is a right
time.
Ponder on a time when we felt discouraged.
Did we wallow in our depressing thoughts or
surrender our worries to God? Why do we
think we find it hard to surrender every part of
ourselves to God? If trying to be our own anchor ends in frustration and desperation, what
happens when we allow God to be our anchor?

What is the power that works in us? “Now
to him who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than we
all can ask or imagine” Ephesians 3: 20. When
have we found these words to be true in our
own life?
We celebrate Christmas every year. Christ is
with us every day and will come again. How
can we choose Christ each and every day? “To
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
Ephesians 3: 21.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

"A Christmas Message"

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Christmas holds the mystery
Of how God touched the earth
By giving us the Christ child
In a newborn baby’s birth.

December 2 - 12:30 a.m.
Christmas Covered Dish
Lesson 4: Honor the Life-Givers
Facilitator:
Hostesses: Everyone
Gifts for WSRM—Mittens, Hats & Socks
for all ages

Great awe was in young Mary’s heart,
And in the shepherds’ pace
As they ran quickly to the town
And found that special place.

January 6 - 11:45 a.m. CT Meeting
January 6 - 12:30 p.m.
Lesson 5: Don’t Kill Each Other
Facilitator: Pastor Kris
Hostesses: Edie Kurtz
Special Offering: Hunger

These humble shepherds knelt before
This tiny newborn king;
And as they did so, they could hear
The lovely angels sing:

Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women meet
the first Monday of each month at
12:30 p.m. We encourage all
women to join us.

“Fear not, for unto you this day,
The Prince of Peace has come
To share God’s love throughout the world.
Rejoice now, everyone!”
—Peggy Ferrell

Presbyterian Women’s
Covered Dish
Monday, Dec. 2.. The meal will
begin at 12:30 p.m. Everyone
attending is asked to bring a covered dish. The
meal will be followed by Lesson 4: Honor the
Life-Givers. All women are welcome. Sign up
on the bulletin board if you plan to attend.

January Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
December 16, 2019
Offering envelopes for 2020 will soon
be available. If you currently do not
get envelopes and would like to have
them let the church office know as
soon as possible at 717-354-5573.

Water Street
Mission Project
We will be collecting blankets for
Water Street Ministry on Nov. 24 and
Dec. 1. If blankets are used they
should be in good condition and clean.
We will collect socks, mittens and
hats for all ages on December 1 or December 2 at
the PW Covered Dish Dinner. Questions see Edie
Kurtz, Mission Co-Chair, PW

Special dates ~ December 2019
• First Sunday of Advent, December 1
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 8
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 15
• First day of winter, December 21
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22
• Christmas Eve, December 24
• Christmas Day, December 25
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet the
2nd Wednesday of every month at
10:00 a.m. at Cedar Grove.
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Hanging of the Greens

Poinsettias

We will decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas on Saturday, November
30, at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome to
attend and take part in its transformation!

If you ordered Poinsettias they
can be picked up after the Christmas Eve Service, December 24.
There will be sleeves for the Poinsettias available after the Christmas Eve Service on the table
located outside the sanctuary.

Christmas is coming!!

Cemetery Luncheon

Yes, believe it or not, Christmas will
be here again before we know it! Once
again we have names available on a Christmas
tree so that you can share the Christmas spirit
with others.
The tree will be in the vestibule on November
24th. It will have the names of Welsh Mountain
Home residents. These gifts should be wrapped
and names clearly marked. They must be brought
to the church by December 15th.
Thank you for your generous giving.

There will be a Cemetery Fundraising Luncheon on Sunday, December 15 following the Worship
Service. Menu will be: Lasagne,
Garlic Bread & Dessert. Cost is by donation and
will benefit the Cemetery Fund.

Jesus’ Birthday Celebration!
There will be a Jesus’ Birthday Celebration
on Sunday, December 15th. It will be held from
11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
There will be a Luncheon to
benefit the Cemetery Fund followed by fun activities. Also
storytelling, crafts and gifts for
the children. Lunch and all activities are free!

Recipes
Beginning next year recipes
from the congregation will be
included in the Newsletter.
Have you been to a church
luncheon where you made a dish and someone
tells you they loved it… “What's the recipe?”
That’s the time to write it up and send it in. One
or two recipes will be included in the newsletter
so submit your favorite and/or seasonal recipes to
the office. You can e-mail them to
cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net or give a clearly
printed copy to the office along with your name.

Alternative Christmas Gifts
For that “hard to buy” individual on
your Christmas list, consider making a
donation in his/her name to the church. Look
for the Alternative Christmas Gift envelope in
the pew racks. There are several “monetary
gifts” that can be donated.
Children's Little Library-Books, Shelving
$3.00 per unit
Summer Program-Summer Fun & Friends /
VBS $5.00 per unit
Kitchen-Paper Products, Cleaning Supplies
$10.00 per unit
Building & Grounds-Lawn Care/Snow Removal
$15.00 per unit
Utilities-Electric/Heating $20.00 per unit
General Fund-Where Most Needed-Unspecified
You can donate more than one unit.
Please make check payable to Cedar Grove
Presbyterian Church.

The 2019 flower chart
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks payable to
“Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark
“Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment
and put in box at the bulletin board. If you would
like the flowers on the week you provided them,
pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church service.
**Please note: If you have the
flowers on a Sunday do not take the
flower liners. There are white
Styrofoam cups under the communion table for you to put them in.
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Sharing of one's Gifts
"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God's grace in its various forms."
- 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)
"The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea are made
of the same water. It flows down, clean and cool,
from the heights of Herman and the roots of the cedars of Lebanon. the Sea of Galilee makes beauty
of it, the Sea of Galilee has an outlet. It gets to give.
It gathers in its riches that it may pour them out
again to fertilize the Jordan plain. But the Dead Sea
with the same water makes horror. For the Dead
Sea has no outlet. It gets to keep." - Harry Emerson
Fosdick (May 24, 1878-October 5, 1969) was an
American clergyman.
Be an outlet for the gifts God has given to you.
Give of your talents, skills, abilities, and treasures
to others. Albert Schweitzer said: "The only ones
among you who will be really happy are those who
will have sought and found how to serve." And
Henry Drummond wrote: "You will find, as you
look back upon your life, that the moments that
stand out are the moments when you have done
things for others."
SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled due
to weather conditions, you can now
hear about it through three different sources. You can
check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster),
or you can simply call the Church office (354-5573)
and listen to the recorded message. If services are
cancelled, you will hear a cancellation message. If
services have not been cancelled, you will hear only
the standard recorded message.

Christmas Joy Offering
Good News of Great Joy
Christmas Joy Offering will be
collected on Sunday, Dec. 22.
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Annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 19, 2020 following Worship Service
5

Coloring Page for All Ages!

6

Raise the Roof Capital Campaign
(Beginning January 1, 2020)

On many occasions, we have received comments from persons outside of our
congregation regarding how beautiful our church looks and how well it is being
maintained. It is nice to hear such comments, but we all know that it takes time,
money, planning, and hard work to keep our church facilities and grounds in good
repair and looking nice for our visitors and passersby.
When the Christian Education Wing was added to the Church in 1999, 25-Year
shingles were installed on the roof. We anticipate that these shingles will need to
be replaced in 2024. The Stewardship Committee recommended, and the Session
approved, a Capital Campaign be started in January 2020 and run for 54 months,
with the hope that the church would be able to raise sufficient funds to have the
shingles replaced sometime in the second half of 2024, or later if the shingles are
not leaking.
Our Raise the Roof Capital Campaign will help us raise the money we will need to
replace the shingles on our Christian Education Wing and keep our facilities looking great for years to come. Additional information pertaining to the campaign is
posted on the wall where you enter the Christian Education Wing. Also, periodic
reports will be included in the church’s Cedar Chips so everyone can see the progress of our campaign.
You are encouraged to give as generously as you can to this very worthwhile campaign, but please don’t divert money that you would normally give to the
church’s General Fund to the Capital Campaign. The church has ongoing expenses
that require your weekly giving. Any amount of money that you are able to donate to our capital campaign, over and above what you normally give via your
weekly offering, would be greatly appreciated and will help us reach our 5-year
goal.

Additional information pertaining to our capital campaign, including a Commitment Card, will be provided to all members in the near future. Thank you for
your support!

Stewardship Committee is: Pastor Kris, Barb MacMaster and Ron Deshong.
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Advent
Advent is a season observed in many churches as a time of expectant waiting and
preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. The term is an anglicized version of the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming".
Latin adventus is the translation of the Greek word parousia, commonly used to refer to the Second Coming of Christ. The season of Advent anticipates the coming of
Christ from two different perspectives. The season offers the opportunity to share in the
ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, and to be alert for his Second Coming.
Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year and commences on the fourth Sunday
before Christmas in the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, and in the Anglican, Lutheran, Moravian, Presbyterian, and Methodist calendars.
Practices associated with Advent include keeping an Advent calendar, lighting an
Advent wreath, praying an Advent daily devotional, as well as other ways of preparing
for Christmas, such as setting up Christmas decoration.
Culturally, Advent is a time of preparing for Christmas by shopping for presents, going to holiday parties, getting ready for family to visit, or making preparations for travel.
Advent for business can mean extra hours of work. The four weeks before Christmas
can be the busiest time of the year.
How about the church? The church clings to Advent because we need it
Advent is a wonderful gift. Advent is four weeks before Christmas.
- Four weeks in which to think about God’s coming in Christ
- Four weeks in which to recall how God’s people were prepared through the ages for the
greatest event in history
- Four weeks in which to look inward and upward
- Four weeks in which to consider that we live in God’s world and the future rests secure
in God’s hands
- Four weeks in which to remember that just as the road of the past led to Bethlehem, so
the road of the present and future leads to the fulfillment of the plan of God.
Knowing that Christ will come again in glory gives us hope in the midst of the darkness and despair. We need this time of waiting. Advent is a time of preparing ourselves
for the coming of Christ.
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December Worship Assistants
Greeters & Ushers
1-Ray & Vickie Kahler
8-Don Oakes & Doug Weaver
15-Terry Zook & Barb MacMaster
22-Glenn & Barb Zook
29-Gary & Carol Seaman

Liturgists
1-Karen Behrenhauser
8-Scott Sweigart
15-Larry Bowersox
22-Ron Deshong
29-Gary Seaman

Elder On Call:
Barbara Smith (717) 355-0226

Providing Flowers:
1-To the Glory of God
81522-Poinsettias
29-Poinsettias

Deacon On Call:
Nancy Fiedler (717) 572-5097
Teller:
Helpers:
1-Barb MacMaster
8-Barb (Bob) Zook
15-Carol Seaman
22-Bob Zook
29-Jane Downes

Trustee on Call:
1-Don Oakes
8-Glenn Zook
15-Doug Weaver
22-Glenn Zook
29-Don Oakes

Anniversaries - December
2-Fred & Tammy Weaver

Birthdays - December
4-Lawrence Ferstler
6-Betty Ferstler
8-Tom Smith
12-Peggy Musser
14-Carol Weaver

14-Evelyn Ferstler
17-Barry Horn
19-Kaden Jones
27-Bea Kubany
29-Carol Seaman
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Jan. 2-Doris Wells
Jan. 6-Robert Ferstler
Jan. 6-Brenda Sassaman

The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

December 2019

Christmas Eve ~ Dec. 24 ~ 7:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

