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December the last month of the year!
Thought I just celebrated the New Year a few
months ago. Oh well, I will celebrate another
one very soon then. Regardless looking back or
looking ahead, all time is God’s time. What
had happened in 2017 so far should move me
forward to keep going with God’s help.
The sun comes up and the sun goes down.
Some mornings I woke up and did not see the
sun. It was there but the clouds were in the
way. God’s faithfulness continues though
sometimes I did not notice it because many
clouds were in the middle. I may wake up into
a gloomy or sunny day. Whatever day comes, I
am to remember that God is there with me.
Though I like things to go smoothly every
day but troubles and problems can be big
bumps on the roads. There are blessed times.
There are trying times. God knows that there
will be turmoil in living. So God gave me a
good brake to slow down and to pause for safety. Would I drive a car that does not have a
brake? No, absolutely not! Sometimes I was
frustrated driving behind a “Sunday Driver.” I
was also panicky when I had to suddenly hit the
brake to avoid crashing or running over a critter. I prefer to keep driving the way I want and
the speeds I like. But!
Interruptions and delays are parts of life.
Talking about my car, I can be at peace to drive
well on a highway because I have a good brake.
I can be sure that I can slow down in time and
properly when needed because I have a good
brake. Talking about my life, God gave me life
with a good brake to apply for good purposes.
God can use many little or big things to discipline me spiritually or emotionally.
Christmas shopping lists to make, dinners to

cook, gifts to wrap, and decorations to put up or
take down can be overwhelming. The rush to
get many things done, done well, and done in
time can be stressful and the meaning of the
Christmas message can be missing in the celebrations.
Each day let God go with us and direct us.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do
not rely on your own insight. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight
your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.” Proverbs 3: 5-7. “The human mind plans the way,
but the Lord directs the steps.” Proverbs 16: 9.
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

"A Christmas Message"

December 4 - 12:30 p.m.
Christmas Covered Dish Dinner & Party
Gifts for WSTM—Mittens, Hats & Socks
For all ages.

Christmas holds the mystery
Of how God touched the earth
By giving us the Christ child
In a newborn baby’s birth.

December 12 - 12:30 p.m.
CT Mtg. at Cedar Grove

Great awe was in young Mary’s heart,
And in the shepherds’ pace
As they ran quickly to the town
And found that special place.

January 8 - 12:30 p.m.
Lesson 4: In Community with God’s
Messengers
Facilitator: Betty Ferstler
Hostesses: Jane Downes
Special Offering: Hunger

These humble shepherds knelt before
This tiny newborn king;
And as they did so, they could hear
The lovely angels sing:

Presbyterian Women’s
Covered Dish
Monday, Dec. 4.. The meal will
begin at 12:30 p.m. Everyone
attending is asked to bring a covered dish. The
meal will be followed by a Christmas Program.
All women are invited. Sign up on the bulletin
board if you plan to attend.

“Fear not, for unto you this day,
The Prince of Peace has come
To share God’s love throughout the world.
Rejoice now, everyone!”
—Peggy Ferrell

Water Street
Mission Project

Men’s Bible Group

We will be collecting blankets for
Water Street Ministry on Dec. 3. If
blankets are used they should be in
good condition and clean.
We will collect socks, mittens and
hats for all ages on December 3rd or
December 4th at the PW Covered Dish Dinner.
Questions see Edie Kurtz, Mission Co-Chair,
PW

Men’s Bible Group held at
Cedar Grove. Group will
meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 7:00
p.m.—8:15 p.m.. For December the meetings
will be Monday, Dec. 11 . All men are invited to
join.
Men’s Breakfast
A Men’s Breakfast will be held on Saturday, January 13 at 9:00 a.m. at Cedar
Grove. Watch the Bulletin for more information.

Hanging of the Greens
We will decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas on Saturday, December 2,
at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome to attend and take
part in its transformation!

Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 9:00
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. The study is Women of the New Testament. You are encouraged to attend, we would
love to have you.

January Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
December 18, 2017
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Children’s Little Library
Cedar Grove’s Children’s Little
Library is open after church on Sundays. The Children’s Little Library
is in the Nursery and children can borrow a book
to read.
Gently used children’s books can be donated for
the children’s programs of the church. Please put
them in the box for books in the vestibule.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24
7:00 p.m.
Poinsettias
If you ordered Poinsettias they
can be picked up after the Christmas Eve Service, December 24.

.Christmas

Children’s Winter
Library
Cedar Grove’s Children’s Little Library….come
and check out books on Wednesdays Nov. 1,
2017 to March 28, 2018 anytime from 10:00 a.m.
until 12 Noon.

is coming!!

Yes, believe it or not, Christmas will
be here again before we know it!
Once again we will have names available on a Christmas tree so that you can share the
Christmas spirit with others.
The tree will be in the vestibule on November 26th. It will have the names of Welsh Mountain Home residents. These gifts should be
wrapped and names clearly marked. They must
be brought to the church by December 17th.
Thank you for your generous giving.

Special event on Sunday, Dec. 10 at
2:00 p.m. Children come to
meet Mrs. Clause & Elf. Storytelling (true story of Christmas), fun activities and snacks.

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet the
2nd Wednesday of every month at
10:00 a.m. at Cedar Grove.

If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can
now hear about it through three different
sources. You can check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office (3545573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation
message. If services have not been cancelled, you
will hear only the standard recorded message.

Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner
January 19
6:00 PM.—9:00 PM
Pork and sauerkraut dinner at
6:00 p.m. on Jan. 13th featuring
pork, sauerkraut and mashed
potatoes, green beans almandine. Dinner will be served around 6:30. Reservations requested. Watch for sign-up sheet on
bulletin board. Oldies But Goodies DJ Chris
Rowles.

Refreshment Table
Committee Members please signup to host the refreshment table
for 2018. Signup sheets for 2018
are on the bulletin board.
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Giving versus Receiving
“...remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive'" - Acts 20:35 (NIV)
“We make a living by what we get; we make a
life by what we give.” - Winston Churchill (1874
-1965)
“Generosity during life is a very different thing
from generosity in the hour of death; one proceeds from genuine liberality and benevolence,
the other from pride or fear.” - Horace Mann

The 2018 flower chart
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks payable to
“Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark
“Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment and put in box at the bulletin board. If you
would like the flowers on the week you provided
them, pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church
service.
**Please note: If you have the
flowers on a Sunday do not take the
flower liners. There are white
Styrofoam cups under the communion table for you to put them in.

Special dates ~ December 2017
• First Sunday of Advent, December 3
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 10
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 17
• First day of winter, December 21
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24
• Christmas Eve, December 24
• Christmas Day, December 25
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31

Christmas Joy Offering
Good News of Great Joy
Christmas Joy Offering will be
collected on Sunday, Dec. 17.
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Coloring Page for All Ages!
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December Worship Assistants
Greeters & Ushers
3-Cheri Patterson & Barbara MacMaster
10-Don Oakes & Dale Trego
17-Barbara Smith & Nancy Fiedler
24-Glenn & Barb Zook
31-Gary & Carol Seaman

Liturgists
3-Gary Seaman
10-Betty Ferstler
17-Scott Sweigart
24-Bill Kelso
31-Dan Hartman

Elder On Call:
Barbara Smith (717) 355-0226

Providing Flowers:
3-Jo & Ron Rodgers in Memory of Mom-mom &
Pop-pop (Arthur J. & Mary Rodgers)
10172431-

Deacon On Call:
Nancy Fiedler (717) 354-2758
Teller: Elder on Call
Helpers:
3-Barb (Bob) Zook
10-Wendy Gross
17-Barbara MacMaster
24-Carol Seaman
31-Bob Zook

Trustee on Call:
3-Don Oakes
10-Glenn Zook
17-Doug Weaver
24-Bill Kelso
31-Don Oakes

Anniversaries - December
2-Fred & Tammy Weaver
21-Dean & Jennifer Leaman
23-Charles & Bonnie Sagner

Birthdays - December
4-Lawrence Ferstler
6-Betty Ferstler
8-Tom Smith
10-Ted Whitby
12-Peggy Musser
14-Carol Weaver
14-Evelyn Ferstler

19-Kaden Jones
22-Elayne Hendrickson
27-Bea Kubany
28-Dale Trego
29-Carol Seaman
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January 2-Doris Wells
January 6-Robert Ferstler
January 6-Brenda Sassaman

The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

December 2017

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

