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Pastor’s
Corner
Christmas decorations, Christmas rehearsals,
Christmas shopping, Christmas baking, Christmas
cooking, Christmas dinners, Christmas parties,
Christmas gifts, Christmas activities, Christmas
crowds, Christmas traffics, Christmas . . . and
Christmas! What else? All these exhausted me
already and not even mentioning Christmas credit
card bills yet.
Whatever you do, don’t let the celebrations
and preparations turn to be stresses and burdens
but joys and expectations.
Four Sundays before Christmas day call Advent. Advent is a season observed in many
churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus
at Christmas. The term is an anglicized version
of the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming",
the second coming of Christ.
Many in every corner of the world Christmas
is celebrated as one of the holidays. How can we
give out a true meaning of Christmas? Simply
include Christ in our celebrations and preparations.
Christ has come. Christ is coming. Christ will
come again. Every day in our life, Emmanuel –
God is with us. Bad days good days are God’s
days. “Teach us to count our days that we may
gain a wise heart.” “Satisfy us in the morning in
the morning with your steadfast love, so that we
may rejoice and be glad all our days.” Psalm 92:
12, 14.
If our greatest need had been information
God would have sent us an educator
If our greatest need had been technology

God would have sent us a scientist
If our greatest need had been money
God would have sent us an economist
If our greatest need had been pleasure
God would have sent us an entertainer
But our greatest need was forgiveness
So God sent us a Savior
(Unknown)
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

Christmas to-do list

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Dec. 7th - Noon
Noon ~ Christmas Covered Dish Dinner
and Party
Gifts for WSRM—Mittens, Hats &
Socks for all ages

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers,
to make music in the heart.

Dec. 8th - CT MTG.-At the Church – 1:00 p.m.
January 4th - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 4: Dangerous Waters—God’s
Deliverance
Joshua 3; Psalm 69:1-3
Facilitator: Barb Masho
Mission Yearbook: Jane Downes
Hostesses: Jane Downes
Special Offering: Hunger

—Howard Thurman

Presbyterian Women’s
Covered Dish

WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 9:00
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. The study is Isaiah. You are encouraged to attend, we would love to have you.

Monday, Dec. 7.. The meal will begin at noon.
Everyone attending is asked to bring a covered
dish. The meal will be followed by a Christmas
Program. All women are invited. Sign up on the
bulletin board if you plan to attend.

January Cedar Chips

Ladies! You are invited!
Save the Dates: April 29th – May 1

Please submit any articles by
December 21, 2015

The women of Cedar Grove PW would be
pleased to have you come to our annual retreat. The retreat will be held at St. Mary’s of
Providence Retreat Center, located between Elverson and Honey Brook. This is a great time of
rest, relaxation and spiritual refreshment. More
details will follow. Contact Cedar Grove’s office
at 717-354- 5573 or Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456
for more info.
YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, December 16,
11:30 a.m. at Yoder’s Restaurant.
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Cantata

Did you know…….

“Touched by a Child,
Touched by a King”

Unfortunately the long ministry of Mr. Hoar ended on a sad
note. As often occurs during a
very long ministry, some dissatisfaction develops in the various members of the
congregation and Mr. Hoar also became quite
deaf. He was a pastor during difficult financial
times and had not insisted on receiving his salary in full. As pressure was brought on him to
retire, he demanded that his back salary be paid
in full according to his call. This matter came
before the Presbytery which appointed an administrative committee to look into the matter.
It found that Cedar Grove did indeed owe Mr.
Hoar $750 in back pay together with his salary
which had been cut off during the period of
controversy. The matter was settled by Mr.
Hoar’s resignation together with the congregation paying $500.
Mr. William Smythe in his history of Cedar
Grove published in 1962 offered the following
useful opinion in this matter.

by John Purifoy

Christmas Eve Cantata &
Candlelight December 24 at
7:00 p.m. The Cantata will also be performed on
Sunday, Dec. 27 at 10 a.m.

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can now hear about
it through three different sources. You can check
on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office (3545573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation
message. If services have not been cancelled, you
will hear only the standard recorded message.

Two wrongs have never made a right. A minister never does his congregation justice in not
requiring their full compliance with their own
call. If there is a change in the financial situation making necessary changes in the terms of
call, then such adjustments should be made by
properly amending the call, and securing the
consent of presbytery in the matter.

+Christian Symbol+

Smythe went on to observe that the pastor was
wrong to let that happen but further, the congregation and Session were also wrong by cutting
off his salary and not going to Presbytery with
the matter before it created the controversy and
difficulty that took some years to overcome.
There followed a three year period when several attempts were made to call a pastor but were
unsuccessful in part because for the thirty seven
years of Mr. Hoar’s pastorate there was a lack
of experience and knowledge within the congregation about the intricacies and requirements
of the Presbytery in the selection of a pastor.

Pax
This Latin word for peace us frequently seen in
Christmas art and decorations, reminding us
that Jesus came as the Prince of Peace (Isaiah
9:6). After announcing the Savior's birth to the
shepherds, the angels sang, "Glory to God in
the highest, and on each peace ..." (Luke 2:14,
NKJV).
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Reflections on Stewardship
Tithing
The Widow’s Offering
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people
threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came
and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a
few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into
the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” - Mark 12:41-44
(NIV)
“I never would have been able to tithe the first million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first
salary, which was $1.50 per week.” - John D. Rockefeller, Sr. (1839-1937)
Excerpt from Tithing Is More Than the Number Ten
- A Sermon by Albert C. Winn - Did you ever see a
ship launched? There she sits on the dry land,
shored up by beams, perfectly safe, looking altogether out of place and utterly useless. Then the
beams are removed and the champagne is broken
across her bow. And, very slowly at first, but gathering speed and momentum she slides down the ways
until she splashes into the water. And there is a sort
of a shudder, and she rights herself. Then she’s
afloat. She is where she belongs. She’s beautiful and
useful, and terribly exciting. That is what happens
when a Christian, including a minister or a presbytery stewardship chairperson, or synod stewardship
chairperson, or staff person—when a Christian decides to launch out and begin to live by what we
have called the deeply imbedded principles of tithing. Of course, I hope we raise the budget next year,
the general assembly’s budget, the synod’s budget,
the presbytery’s budget, and the local church budget from which all the others come. But that is not a
matter of eternal importance. What is eternally important is how many of our people, and how many
of you this year, will take the risk and move down
the ways of their lives until—splash—they are afloat
where they belong, on the broad adventurous
ocean of the love and mercy of God.

Special dates ~ December 2015
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 6
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 13
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20
• First Day of Winter, December 21
• Christmas Eve, December 24
• Christmas Day, December 25
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31
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Cedar Grove
Hosting Life Line Screening
January 25, 2016

THE 2016 FLOWER CHART

Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks payable to
“Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark
“Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment
and put in box at the bulletin board. If you would
like the flowers on the week you provided them,
pick them up after the 10:00 a.m. church service.
Please Note: Due to the lack of reservations on the
flower chart we will be canceling flowers for any
week that has not been filled by the Wednesday
that precedes any given Sunday.
**Please note: If you have the flowers on a
Sunday do not take the flower liners. There are
white Styrofoam cups under the communion table
for you to put them in.

Do you have high cholesterol or high blood pressure? Have members of your family suffered from
these ailments? Do you have a poor diet? If you
answer “yes” to any of these questions, you may
want to consider being screened for your risk of
stroke through the services of Life Line Screening.
Life Line Screening uses ultrasound technology to
view the plaque build up in your carotid arteries,
the main arteries that carry blood to the brain.
Blockages in these arteries are a leading cause of
stroke. We are pleased to host this Life Line
Screening event on 1/25/2016 at Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church. Register for a Wellness Package
which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis
screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to
complete. In order to register for this event and to
receive a $10 discount off any package priced
above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.

Poinsettias
If you ordered Poinsettias they can
be picked up after the Christmas Eve
Service or Sunday, Dec. 27.
.CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!

Yes, believe it or not, Christmas will be
here again before we know it! Once
again we will have names available on Christmas
trees so that you can share the Christmas spirit
with others.
There is a tree in the vestibule. It has the
names of Welsh Mountain Home residents. These
gifts should be wrapped and names clearly
marked. They must be brought to the church by
December 20th.
Thank you for your generous giving.

How far to Christmas?
How far is it to Christmas Day?
The journey’s just as long
as taking time to listen
to a joyful angel song.
It’s just as far as one can go
in doing a loving deed
that helps someone feel better
or that meets their special need.
For Christmas is a journey
that the heart makes every year.
It starts right with your family
and those you hold so dear.
It travels on to strangers
’round the world to everyone
with the message that God loves us
and that’s why he’s sent his Son!

MEN’S BIBLE GROUP
Men’s Bible Group led by Rev.
Stephen Hollinger. It will be held every other Monday from 7:00—8:30 p.m. at Cedar Grove. The group
is studying the Letter of James. If anyone has any
questions, please feel free to call Steve at his cellphone 468-5449. Next meeting dates are December
14 and 28. All men are invited to join the group.

—Peggy Ferrell
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Dear Members:
Each year the Presbytery, Synod and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) adopts
a per capita budget that funds the operating expenses of the denomination. Each Church is requested to
forward that amount to the finance officer of their respective presbytery by January 31, 2016.
We have been notified that, based on our active membership our portion amounts to $3,097.92 for
2016. This amounts to a voluntary contribution of $32.50 per member (not per household). It becomes a
part of funds accrued and designated for “per capita”. However, while this is a voluntary contribution
per member, it becomes an invoice, due and payable by January 31, 2016 for Cedar Grove Church.
Therefore, a shortfall in per capita contributions will draw funds away from our other financial obligations and ultimately strain our budget early in the year.
In addition to running the various offices of our denomination, much of each per capita dollar includes allotments to new church communities, well established churches, General Assembly meetings
and national and international ecumenical initiatives. The Session seeks your voluntary per capita offering to satisfy these obligations.
In 2016, the per capita amounts are as follows:
General Assembly
$ 7.12
Synod of the Trinity
$ 2.30
Donegal Presbytery
$22.85
Cedar Grove
$ .23
Total
$32.50 per member
Please forward to the church office no later than January 25, 2016 your voluntary amount of $32.50
per member so that our designated amount can be both paid and distributed in a timely manner. A per
capita envelope has been included with your 2015 envelopes. It may be dropped into the offering plate
or sent in. Please write your name on the envelope. It you do not get offering envelopes you may mail a
check made payable to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop it in the offering plate. PLEASE
MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.
We thank you in advance for your continued support of Cedar Grove’s ministry, which is connected to
the work of the Presbyterian Church (USA). If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
Sincerely,
Session of Cedar Grove

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY
Christmas Joy Offering will be
collected on Sunday, Dec. 20.
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Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
6-Wendy Gross
13-Scott Sweigart
20-Vickie Kahler
27-Barb Masho

GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
6-Barbara Smith & Nancy Fiedler
13-Butch & Ruthie Diem
20-Bob & Barb Zook
27-Larry & Sue Bowersox

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
6-Betty Ferstler in Memory of her mother, Elise
132027-

ELDER ON CALL:
Barbara Masho (717) 355-6706
DEACON ON CALL:
Barb Zook (717) 656-6322

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
6-Dan Hartman
13-Dale Trego
20-Doug Weaver
27-Larry Bowersox

TELLER: Elder on Call
HELPERS:
6-Scott Sweigart
13-Jerry Peter
20-Barbara MacMaster
27-Carol Seaman

ANNIVERSARIES - DECEMBER
2-Fred & Tammy Weaver
21-Dean & Jennifer Leaman
23-Charles & Bonnie Sagner

BIRTHDAYS - DECEMBER
4-Lawrence Ferstler
6-Betty Ferstler
8-Tom Smith
10-Ted Whitby
12-Peggy Musser

14-Carol Weaver
19-Kaden Jones
22-Elayne Hendrickson
27-Bea Kubany
28-Dale Trego
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29-Carol Seaman
Jan. 6-Robert Ferstler
Jan. 6-Brenda Sassaman

The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

DECEMBER 2015

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

