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A season of thanksgiving, a season of giving, and a season of joy are here as we are wrapping up the year. I am one of those who complain
when it is “too cold.” Bur and Mercy! My
friends in Thailand wanted me to send some snow
their way. We people - either too hot or too cold!
Max my beagle does not complain verbally but he
does express his opinions by refusing to step out
of the door when it is wet, windy, and cold outside. Fussier than me! I learned that however the
day turns out there is always a reason to give
thanks and to be joyful.
Many people do not have a warm house to
live in. Many people do not have food for their
next meal. And many people cannot sleep hearing gun shootings and bombs. I cannot thank
God enough for the grace and blessings in my
life. There came another question for you and me
in the month of December. How can we celebrate
Christmas in a troubled world where peace and
joy struggle to rule people’s hearts?
We spend money of course buying gifts and
sometimes get frustrated finding what to get. Believe it or not, sometimes the simpler the gifts the
more meanings they represent. Did we stop and
pause long enough to know what God wants us to
do? We say we celebrate Jesus but often Jesus is
not invited to be in our midst or in the celebrations.
Joy is what we must share. But we cannot
share joy if we are not joyful. We cannot give
what we don’t have. Take a time to find joy in
our hearts and to feel it with a cheerful heart.
Don’t let Christmas celebrations stress us out and
there is no joy to be found. My sister, brother,
and I grew up with getting one Christmas gift a
year for each of us. And we didn’t have money to
buy gifts for our mom and dad. We drew pictures
and made cards. We got more creative as years

went by designing the cards. I remember one year
I gave my mom and dad a card happily with
words saying that I loved them and would do extra house chores for them for a month as a Christmas gift. Thought my sister and brother did the
same. It turned out that I did more house chores
in December by myself.
“Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let
earth receive her King; Let every heart prepare
Him room, And heaven and nature sing. . . . . Joy
to the World! The Savior reigns . . . He comes to
make His blessings flow. . . . He rules the world
with truth and grace; and makes the nations
prove . . . the glories of his righteousness. . . . And
wonders of his love. . . .”
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris
Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God through nurturing spiritual
growth, developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

“That’s not what she meant by
giving of your time!”

.CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Yes, believe it or not, but Christmas
will be here again before we know it!
Once again we will have names available on
Christmas trees so that you can share the Christmas
spirit with others.
This year the Mission Committee has decided to
give us more time between our two giving trees.
The first tree is in the vestibule and has names
of children and young people in the Elanco Area
School District. These items should be wrapped
and names clearly marked. They should be brought
to the church no later than December 14th.
The second tree is in the vestibule. It has the
names of Welsh Mountain Home residents. Again
these gifts should be wrapped and names clearly
marked. They must be brought to the church by
December 21st.
Thank you for your generous giving.

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting to be held following worship on December
14, 2014, for the purpose of voting on its recommendation that our Designated Pastor, the Rev.
Dr. Krisana Poontajak, be called as our permanent installed Pastor, effective January 11,
2015.

Did

you know…….

Another favorite story about
Mr. Arthur concerns a borrowed
horse. Evidently Arthur was a
good rider who enjoyed a spirited horse and one
Sunday borrowed a horse from one of the Pequea elders, Mr. William Galt. Knowing that the
preacher was a skilled rider who appreciated a
good horse, Galt lent him such a horse to make
the ride to services at Cedar Grove. Leaman’s
history records it thus: “As Mr. Arthur was returning in the evening from church, he heard the
sounds of dogs following the trail of a fox. As he
began to ascend the mountain, he met the huntsmen (persons in the higher walk of life), waiting
for the hounds on the roadside. He rode up to
them and began to rebuke them, in his decided
manner, for breaking the Lord’s Day. At this
moment the hounds on the trail, past them; and
the huntsmen, not relishing the conversation of
Mr. Arthur, blew their horns and darted off after
the dogs. The horse on which Mr. Arthur rode,
seemed to have suddenly called to remembrance
the scenes “of the days of other years;” and in
spite of all the efforts and remonstrance of his
rider, leaped after the dogs. A Gilpin race now
ensued, through the midst of the dense forest at
the imminent risk of fracturing the skull of the
rider; until after travelling five miles in that condition the horse allowed himself to be reined in.”
Needless to say word of Arthur’s skill at riding
the hounds was sounded around both congregations. Mr. Arthur continued as pastor of both Pequea and Cedar Grove until May 1, 1818.

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can
now hear about it through three different
sources. You can check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office (3545573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a cancellation
message. If services have not been cancelled, you
will hear only the standard recorded message.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

"A Christmas Message"

December 1st - 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Covered Dish Dinner and Party
Gifts for WSRM—Mittens, Hats & Socks
for all ages

Christmas holds the mystery
Of how God touched the earth
By giving us the Christ child
In a newborn baby’s birth.

Dec. 9th—CT MTG.-At the Church – 1:00 p.m.
January 5th ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 4: Carrying in Our Bodies Jesus;
Acts of Healing, Reconciliation and Love
Facilitator:
Mission Yearbook: Betty Ferstler
Hostesses: Betty Ferstler
Special Offering: Hunger

Great awe was in young Mary’s heart,
And in the shepherds’ pace
As they ran quickly to the town
And found that special place.
These humble shepherds knelt before
This tiny newborn king;
And as they did so, they could hear
The lovely angels sing:

Presbyterian Women’s
Covered Dish

“Fear not, for unto you this day,
The Prince of Peace has come
To share God’s love throughout the world.
Rejoice now, everyone!”

Monday, December 1.. The
meal will begin at 6:30 p.m. Everyone attending
is asked to bring a $5.00 gift and of course a covered dish. Everyone is invited. Please sign up on
the bulletin board if you plan to attend.

—Peggy Ferrell
WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

WATER STREET
MISSION PROJECT

Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at 8:45
a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible Study. Our study is Isaiah. Everyone is welcome.

We will be collecting blankets for
Water Street Ministry on Dec. 7. If
blankets are used they should be in
good condition and clean.
We will collect socks, mittens and
hats for all ages on November 30th or
December 1st at the PW Covered Dish Dinner.
Any question see Edie Kurtz, Mission Chair,
Presbyterian Women

Advent Bible Study
Advent Bible Study will be held on Thursdays, December 4, 11 and 18 at 6:30 p.m.
The Theme is “The Light Will Shine”

The cold & flu season is upon us.
In an effort to keep us healthy, the
Mission committee has placed bottles of hand sanitizers in every pew.
Please use these as needed. This project has been
financed by the Wed. Morning Women’s Bible
Study Group.

YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, December 17, 11:30 a.m. at
Yoder’s Restaurant.
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Poinsettias
If you ordered Poinsettias they can
be picked up after the Christmas
Eve Service or Sunday, Dec. 28.
THE 2015 FLOWER CHART
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks
payable to “Cedar Grove Presbyterian
Church” and mark “Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment and put in box at the bulletin board. If you would like the flowers on the
week you provided them, pick them up after the
10:00 a.m. church service. Please Note: Due to
the lack of reservations on the flower chart we will
be canceling flowers for any week that has not
been filled by the Wednesday that precedes any
given Sunday.
**Please note: If you have the flowers on a
Sunday do not take the flower liners. There are
white Styrofoam cups under the communion table
for you to put them in.
PASTOR KRIS’S OFFICE HOURS
pastorkris@frontier.com
Monday through Thursday~ 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Closed Friday

Stop in or call for appointment if you need to see the
pastor at a time other than normal office hours.
Monday’s will be flexible. Feel free to call the office ahead of time to be sure the Pastor is in.

January Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
December 15, 2014
Special dates ~ December 2014
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 7
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 14
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21
• First Day of Winter, December 21
• Christmas Eve, December 24
• Christmas Day, December 25
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31
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Dear Members:
Each year the Presbytery, Synod and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) adopts
a per capita budget that funds the operating expenses of the denomination. Each Church is requested to
forward that amount to the finance officer of their respective presbytery by January 31, 2015.
We have been notified that, based on our active membership our portion amounts to $3,195.06 for
2015. This amounts to a voluntary contribution of $31.50 per member (not per household). It becomes a
part of funds accrued and designated for “per capita”. However, while this is a voluntary contribution
per member, it becomes an invoice, due and payable by January 31, 2015 for Cedar Grove Church.
Therefore, a shortfall in per capita contributions will draw funds away from our other financial obligations and ultimately strain our budget early in the year.
In addition to running the various offices of our denomination, much of each per capita dollar includes allotments to new church communities, well established churches, General Assembly meetings
and national and international ecumenical initiatives. The Session seeks your voluntary per capita offering to satisfy these obligations.
In 2015, the per capita amounts are as follows:
General Assembly
$ 7.02
Synod of the Trinity
$ 2.20
Donegal Presbytery
$21.80
Cedar Grove
$ .48
Total
$31.50 per member
Please forward to the church office no later than January 25, 2015 your voluntary amount of $31.50
per member so that our designated amount can be both paid and distributed in a timely manner. A per
capita envelope has been included with your 2015 envelopes. It may be dropped into the offering plate
or sent in. Please write your name on the envelope. It you do not get offering envelopes you may mail a
check made payable to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop it in the offering plate. PLEASE
MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.
We thank you in advance for your continued support of Cedar Grove’s ministry, which is connected
to the work of the Presbyterian Church (USA). If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
Sincerely,
Session of Cedar Grove

Hope is born

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY

A little child, a shining star,
a stable rude, the door ajar.
Yet in that place so crude, forlorn,
The Hope of all the world was born.

Christmas Joy Offering will be
collected on Sunday, Dec. 21.

—Author unknown
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Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
714-Butch & Ruthie Diem
2128-

LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
7-Scott Sweigart
142128-

ELDER ON CALL:
Donna Frankhouser (717) 354-0982

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
7-Betty Ferstler in Remembrance of her Mother,
Elise’s Birthday
14-Hayden & Madison Weaver in Honor of
Grandma Carol Weaver’s Birthday
21-Poinsettias
28-Poinsettias

DEACON ON CALL:
Joanne Hoover (717) 355-6575
TELLER: Elder on Call
HELPERS:
7-Bob Zook
14-Jane Downes
21-Christine Sweigart
28-Jerry Peter

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
7-Tom Frankhouser
14-Larry Bowersox
21-Dale Trego
28-Scott Sweigart

ANNIVERSARIES - DECEMBER
2-Fred & Tammy Weaver
21-Dean & Jennifer Leaman
23-Charles & Bonnie Sagner

BIRTHDAYS - DECEMBER
4-Lawrence Ferstler
6-Betty Ferstler
8-Tom Smith
10-Ted Whitby

12-Peggy Musser
14-Carol Weaver
22-Elayne Hendrickson
27-Bea Kubany
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28-Dale Trego
29-Carol Seaman
Jan. 6-Robert Ferstler
Jan. 6-Brenda Sassaman

The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

DECEMBER 2014

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

