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We are in the second month of the year already as well as I am in my second year of pastoral ministry among you.
I want to give God honor with my sharing as a
tribute to my little angel, Tori. God put me here
to know Tori and to learn from her how to live
and how to die.
Tori was here in my first full year for you and
me. She was here to prepare us in our transitions
together into new visions. A longtime church
member told me, “Tori was a true gift and miracle
from God. She came to us in the midst of turmoil
and gave us a reason to hope for a better future.” God’s miraculous child!
I will miss Tori’s full of life hugs, kisses,
smiles, laughs, silly screams, running, dancing,
singing, and playing. Victoria Jones was a gift of
God to Donna and Keith and all of us. Tori had
brought so much love and joy into our world beyond measure and understanding.
Tori’s life was a life too short by any measure,
6 years and 8 months. The death of a child reminds us that the life of our child, of all children,
indeed of all persons – belong to God. Even
more, we are reminded that any life is a gift
shared with us by God regardless a life of 6 years
or 60 years.
Tori has gone before us to life eternal where
suffering and pain will be no more, where broken
life will be made whole, where tears will be
wiped away. The same God who shared Tori

with us who embraces Tori in his everlasting arms
will comfort us in our time of loss and sorrow.
We can give thanks by the grace of God.
The first moment Tori and I met in the church
hallway, we hugged then she stepped back and
said, “What’s your name?” She had never met a
woman with black hair, slanted eyes, and talked
funny before.
One day at Children Hospital of Philadelphia
(CHOP) when she knew that I could not visit her
because I did not feel well, she said that she hoped
I felt better soon and that she would keep me in
her heart then she blew a kiss for me. A child lying in bed feeling very sick cared that much for
me. At her bedside in CHOP, forty eight hours
before she died, my little spunky told me that she
would hug Jesus for me.
Tori gave God thanks with her whole being.
We are to do the same. Tori rejoiced in the Lord
always regardless illness and suffering. And we
are to do the same.
When Donna asked Tori if she would be upset
if Santa didn’t bring her all gifts she had on the
list for Christmas. Tori said, NO, as long as Jesus
has got all the gifts he asked for because it was his
birthday.
Tori loved to play air hockey at the Holy
Ground Café downstairs. She loved playing it so
much and it was on her list. Yes, Santa delivered
an air hockey table to Tori on Christmas morn.
She had got to play with it for a little while before
she felt very sick and was taken to CHOP the day
after Christmas.
Donna and Keith raised Tori to be faithful and
devoted to Jesus. Keith and Donna were the chosen and appointed to be Tori’s parents just like
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Mary and Joseph to Jesus. God’s plan is perfect.
At the spaghetti dinner in November, Tori and I
danced together along with the open mic music. I
had to stop dancing in the middle of the song because Tori said, “Pastor Kris, can I tell you something?” “I love you.” How loving of this little
child who fought with pains, illness, complicated
treatments and procedures since she was eight
months old!

February 16, 2013 ~ 6:30 p.m.
Petite Appetizers
Tomato Basil Bisque
w/Focaccia Croutons
Pear Slices w/Baby Spinach,
Caramelized Pecans & Feta Cheese
Dressed With Sweet Balsamic
Polynesian Pot Roast
Roasted Assorted Vegetables
Tri-Citrus Cheesecake
Coffee
Valentine Punch

Tori taught us a Christian attitude of going to
church. She ran into the building with her happy
smile and said her high pitch “hi” to everybody.
Tori could not wait to come to church. She
was always excited to be here. That is the attitude
of coming to church. No dragging or complaining, “It is Sunday. I want to sleep in.”
Tori made my ministry here a lot easier than
anywhere. She brought the Cedar Grove Church
together to be strong and become a prayer and loving congregation.

$20.00 per person,

She inspired the congregation to move forward
for God. I thank God every day for bringing me
here to know Tori. She has blessed me with her
genuine love and silly screams.

reservations required
NET PROCEEDS BENEFIT

Everybody loved Tori because Tori loved everybody just like we love because God first loved
us.

Sign-up Sheet on Bulletin Board

“Pray without ceasing. Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. Amen.

After dinner, enjoy an evening at the Holy
Ground Café. from 6:00—9:00 p.m.

THE CEW FUND

“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Pastor Kris

Check out our New Web Page

cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org

February 13

We are also on Facebook!

7:00 p.m.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

CEDAR GROVE
WOMEN’S RETREAT

February 4th ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 5: The Ties That Bind
Facilitator: Dixie Austin
Mission Yearbook: Edie Kurtz
Hostesses: Edie Kurtz & Wendy Gross

THE FRIENDSHIP LIFEBOAT
Picture a nice warm weekend away at a beautiful retreat center. The women’s retreat is just what
you need.
Do you have a lot of friends? Some really close
friends? Do you yearn for deep abiding friendship? Come investigate spiritual friendship and
experience something different that friendship can
become. Maybe even make new friends! See
what kind of friend you can become.
Our leader for this weekend will be Kristen
Gerling. Kris, to all who know her, is a longtime
leader in Presbyterian Women at all levels of the
denomination, including Moderator of PW
Churchwide for 3 years. She has served Donegal
Presbytery as Moderator and just finished being
Moderator of Presbytery’s Council. She has also
served the denomination on the General Assembly
Mission Agency for 9 years. In her spare time Kris
and her husband Joe raise and show dachshund
dogs.
Kris also led one of our early retreats way back
in 1997. We welcome her back!!

Feb. 12th ~ CT Mtg: at the church 1:00 p.m.
March 4th ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 6: The Elders
Facilitator: Carol Weaver
Mission Yearbook: Dottie Myers
Hostesses: Janet Ott & Dottie Myers

WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study &
Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday
at 8:45 a.m. Our study is the book of Exodus.
Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible
Study. Everyone is welcome.

Dates: Friday evening May 17 - Sunday noon
May 19, 2013
Place: St. Mary of Providence Retreat Center,
near Elverson
Cost: $110/person, including your room and
5 meals
Registration forms are available.

Check out our New Web Page

cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
We are also on Facebook!

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!

YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, February 20, 11:30 a.m. at
Yoder’s Restaurant.

If Church services are cancelled due to weather
conditions, you can now hear about it through two
different sources. You can tune in to radio station
WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply
call the Church office (354-5573) and listen to the
recorded message. If services are cancelled, you
will hear a cancellation message. If services have
not been cancelled, you will hear only the standard
recorded message.

March Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
February 18, 2013

3

THE 2013 FLOWER CHART
Cost is $25.00 per week.
Checks payable to “Cedar Grove Presbyterian
Church” and mark “Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment and put in box at the bulletin board. If you would like the flowers on the
week you provided them, pick them up after the
10:00 a.m. church service.
Please Note: Due to the lack of reservations
on the flower chart we will be canceling flowers
for any week that has not been filled by the
Wednesday that precedes any given Sunday.

From the Cemetery Committee:
We have available for purchase cemetery
lots. Please contact Tom Frankhouser, Barbara Smith or Annette Friel for more information in purchasing a lot.

PASTOR KRIS’S OFFICE HOURS
pastorkris@frontier.com
Monday through Thursday~ 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Closed Friday

Stop in or call for appointment if you need to see
the pastor at a time other than normal office hours.
Monday’s will be flexible. Feel free to call the
office ahead of time to be sure the Pastor is in.

Special dates ~ February 2013
• African-American History Month
• Boy Scout Sunday, February 3
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 10
• Ash Wednesday, February 13
• Valentine’s Day, February 14
• First Sunday in Lent, February 17
• Presidents Day, February 18
• Second Sunday in Lent, February 24
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Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
3-Gary & Carol Seaman
10-Gary & Carol Seaman
17-Butch & Ruthie Diem
24-Frank Field & Barbara Swisher

LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
3-Scott Shuman
10-Ken Hoover
17-Scott Sweigart
24-Danny Hartman

ELDER ON CALL:
Wendy Gross (717) 336-5754

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
31017-Jo, Ron & Mike Rodgers in Memory of
Howard “Pop” Sweigart
24-

DEACON ON CALL:
Barbara Smith (717) 355-0226
TELLER: Wendy Gross
HELPERS:
3101724-

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
3-Tom Frankhouser
10-Larry Bowersox
17-Scott Sweigart
24-Doug Weaver

ANNIVERSARIES - FEBRUARY
2-William & Mary Ellen Leaman
9-Richard & Barbara Masho
20-Tom & Donna Frankhouser

March 7-Rodney & Wanda Usner

BIRTHDAYS - FEBRUARY

2-Thea Althouse
9-Joe Friel
10-Ken Hoover
11-Nicholas Ferstler
13-Ruth Marshall
14-Olivia Yoder

17-Korin Boley
22-Martha Ruhl
26-Helen Deshong
26-Mary Shuman
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March 3-Bob Patterson
March 4-Annabel Robbins
March 5-Gracie Hartman
March 6-Ruthie Diem
March 7-Madison Weaver

The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

FEBRUARY 2013

VALENTINE
DINNER

FEBRUARY 13
7:00 P.M.

February 16, 2013
6:30 p.m.
Reservations
Required

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

