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I love watching the birds eating from the
bird feeders, the ground, and drinking from a
birdbath. It has been my morning routine with
a cup of coffee. Sometimes I wondered what
were in their minds when they were hopping
and flying around. They seemed to be cautious
when they heard noises. They would fly up
then come back in a few seconds. They surely
had an instinct to survive. I like to think that
every day is the same to them as long as they
have food. They can sing and enjoy life. But it
seemed like winter is rougher to these creatures.
Pondering on life at this time of year I often
asked “What are so close and so far from each
other?” Then I thought of 11:59 PM on December 31 and 12:01 AM on January 1st.
These two days are as close as 2 tick tocks apart
and also as far as 364 days and many hours and
many minutes apart. Many things look the way
I look at them. When I wait for something to
happen, the wait seems longer than when I
don’t expect it. Positive, negative, productive,
destructive, healthy, unhealthy, blessing, and
burning life is parts of living. The year 2016
has passed. The year 2017 is here. How can I
move forward?
I have a whole year ahead of me. How exciting! I am truly looking forward to work with
the Cedar Grove Church people to build up the
church together. It has been challenging and
fun the last 5 years since I started the ministry
here in January 2012. Every day I see God is
faithful and graceful.
I am reminded of the words in Isaiah. Isaiah
43: 18-19 “Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old. I am about to do a

new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.” Such powerful and
comforting message! The God of Hope!
Not letting either the good old days or bad
times to control us but we will look forward to
new things God will reveal. Are we ready for
all these?
Here is our vision. “Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church seeks to glorify God through nurturing spiritual growth, developing faithful discipleship, and serving our community.”
“God is Good! Life is Precious!”
Signed Pastor Kris

Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

NEW ELECTRONIC
SIGN
FUNDRAISING
PROJECT:

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
January 2nd - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 4: According to John
John 1:9, 10
Facilitator: Betty Ferstler
Hostesses: Jane Downes
Special Offering: Hunger

Our church’s new electronic sign is operational to
effectively communicate
our ministries to the local
community. The approximate cost of the sign is
$30,000. The Stewardship Committee has posted
on the wall near the Mission board a puzzle. Each
piece of the puzzle will have a designated dollar
amount (ranging from $25 to $1,000). Please consider purchasing one or more puzzle pieces. The
monies will be used to reimburse the Memorial
Fund for the purchase of the sign. As each piece of
the puzzle is removed, an area of the sign will be
uncovered until all the pieces are removed and the
new sign will be on full display. We have raised
$9,475.00 to date. Make checks payable to Cedar
Grove Presbyterian Church and memo church sign.

February 6th - 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 5: According to Paul
Verses from Corinthians, Philippians, Acts
Facilitator: Pastor Kris
Hostesses: Edie Kurtz
Feb. 14th - CT MTG.-At the Church – 1:00 p.m.

Ladies! You are invited!
April 29th – May 1
The women of Cedar Grove PW
would be pleased to have you come to our annual
retreat. Retreat leader is Rev. Jane DeFord. The
retreat will be held at St. Mary’s of Providence
Retreat Center, located between Elverson and
Honey Brook. This is a great time of rest, relaxation and spiritual refreshment. More details will
follow. Contact Cedar Grove’s office at 717-3545573 or Edie Kurtz at 717-355-9456 for more
info.

Lessons from a snowman

Undie Sunday
January 29th, 2017
Bring socks and undies. All ages,
however, more are needed for women and children. These will be delivered to Hands Across the Street, Columbia
Presbyterian Church. If you would prefer to give
money, please use the Mission envelope in the
pew and note for Undie Sunday.

• It’s okay to wear white well after Labor Day.
• Simply hanging out in your front yard can be
fun.
• Accessories don’t have to be fancy or expensive.
• We’re all made mostly of water.
• You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is
written about you.
• So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?
• Don’t get too much sun.
• Sweating too much can be disastrous!

Thank You!!
Thank you to all who surprised me with a
birthday card shower and thanks to the Deacons
for the goody bag.
I thought it would be just another day. It was
a happy surprising one.
The Lord has blessed me and I am thankful.
Peggy Musser
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Did you know…….

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!

During this period, a miracle
child, Tori came into the lives of
the congregation. At only a few
months old, she was diagnosed
with a serious brain tumor with a poor prognosis. Prayer and an outpouring of support for her
and her family continue through the intervening
years and through many ups and downs, she
still brightens the Sunday services with her contagious smile and confounds her doctors at
CHOP with her survival. Rev. and Mrs. Moir
were diligent in their care of Tori and her family as well as several other families within the
congregations experiencing serious illnesses
during this period.
Due to divisions, conflicts and dissention
within the congregation, the Presbytery intervened and in April of 2007 Pastor Moir and his
family ended their ministry at Cedar Grove
Presbyterian Church. Pastor Moir moved on to
new challenges and in June of 2012 Cedar
Grove welcomed Pastor Moir back to the very
first meeting of the Presbytery to be held at Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church to speak of his
ministry in Africa.
For the first several months after the departure of Rev. Moir Rev. William Elliott served
as temporary supply pastor.
Subsequently Rev. David Salinger was
named as Interim pastor. He was popular with
all. He and his wife Kay served the people of
Cedar Grove with great love and care and both
were well regarded. Pastor “Dave” was always
available to help with a need. However because Pastor Dave had already retired and could
not devote all his time to outreach and other
activities that take place when a church has a
full time minister, the church’s programs continued to steadily shrink. However the congregation continued their strong support of mission
programs, community outreach and paying off
the debt on the Christian Education facility.

If Church services are cancelled
due to weather conditions, you can now hear
about it through three different sources. You can
check on our website —
www.cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in Lancaster), or you can simply call the Church office
(354-5573) and listen to the recorded message. If services are cancelled, you will hear a
cancellation message. If services have not been
cancelled, you will hear only the standard recorded message.
Men’s Bible Group
Men’s Bible Group held at
Cedar Grove. Group will meet the 2nd & 4th
Mondays, 7:00 p.m.—8:15 p.m. Next meetings
will be January 9 & 23. The study is: Philippians. All men are invited to join.
Thursday Prayer Group
Prayer Group meets the 2nd and the 4th Thursdays from 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. It is an hour of prayer for all needs and concerns. Next meetings are January 12 & 26.
Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
Wed. Morning Women’s Bible Study & Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday at
9:00 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to
the Bible Study. You are encouraged to attend,
we would love to have you.

Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner
January 13
6:00 PM.—9:00 PM
Pork and sauerkraut dinner at
6:00 p.m. on Jan. 13th featuring
pork, sauerkraut and mashed
potatoes. Dinner will be served
around 6:30. Reservations requested. Please
sign-up on bulletin board. Proceeds benefit the
church sign.
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Annual Congregational Meeting
The annual congregational meeting will be held
after morning worship on Sunday, January 22,
2017. All church members are urged to attend. Church friends are welcome to attend to
learn more about the church life.

Serving Others
“And the King shall answer and say unto them,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.."- Matthew 25:40 (AKJV)
“You have not lived until you have done something for someone who can never repay you." John Bunyan (1628-1688) English Puritan
Writer and Preacher
"The only ones among you who will be really
happy are those who will have sought and found
how to serve." - Albert Schweitzer
Per Capita
2017, per capita is $36.00 per member. This is a
voluntary contribution per member that we must
pay by Jan. 31, 2017. There are per capita envelope included with your 2017 envelopes or you
may mail a check made payable to Cedar Grove
Presbyterian Church or drop in the offering plate.
MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.
The 2017 flower chart
Cost is $25.00 per week. Checks
payable to “Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church” and mark “Flowers”. Fill out an envelope, include payment and put in box at the
bulletin board. If you would like the flowers on
the week you provided them, pick them up after
the 10:00 a.m. church service.
**Please note: If you have the flowers on a
Sunday do not take the flower liners. There are
white Styrofoam cups under the communion table for you to put them in.

February Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
January 16, 2017
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Dear Members:
Each year the Presbytery, Synod and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) adopts
a per capita budget that funds the operating expenses of the denomination. Each Church is requested to
forward that amount to the finance officer of their respective presbytery by January 31, 2017.
Based on our active membership at the end of 2015 our portion amounts to $3,168.00 for 2017. This
amounts to a voluntary contribution of $36.00 per member (not per household). It becomes a part of
funds accrued and designated for “per capita”. However, while this is a voluntary contribution per member, it becomes an invoice, due and payable by January 31, 2017 for Cedar Grove Church. Therefore, a
shortfall in per capita contributions will draw funds away from our other financial obligations and ultimately strain our budget early in the year.
In addition to running the various offices of our denomination, much of each per capita dollar includes allotments to new church communities, well established churches, General Assembly meetings
and national and international ecumenical initiatives. The Session seeks your voluntary per capita offering to satisfy these obligations.
In 2017, the per capita amounts are as follows:
General Assembly
$ 7.50
Synod of the Trinity
$ 2.30
Donegal Presbytery
$25.73
Cedar Grove
$ .47
Total
$36.00 per member
Please forward to the church office no later than January 25, 2017 your voluntary amount of $36.00
per member so that our designated amount can be both paid and distributed in a timely manner. A per
capita envelope has been included with your 2017 envelopes. It may be dropped into the offering plate
or sent in. Please write your name on the envelope. It you do not get offering envelopes you may mail a
check made payable to Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church or drop it in the offering plate. PLEASE
MARK CHECKS “PER CAPITA”.
We thank you in advance for your continued support of Cedar Grove’s ministry, which is connected to
the work of the Presbyterian Church (USA). If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
Sincerely,
Session of Cedar Grove

Star search

Special dates ~ January 2017

Don’t look for the flaws as you go through life;
and even when you find them,
it is wise and kind to be somewhat blind
and look for the virtue behind them.

• New Year’s Day, January 1
• Epiphany, January 6
• Baptism of the Lord, January 10
• Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Obser. Jan. 18
• Week of Prayer ~ Christian Unity, Jan. 18-25

For the cloudiest night has a hint of light
somewhere in its shadows hiding;
it is better by far to hunt for a star,
than the spots on the sun abiding.
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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Coloring Page for All Ages!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

January Worship Assistants
Liturgists - 10:00 AM
1-Gary Seaman
8-Betty Ferstler
15-Scott Sweigart
22-Bill Kelso
29-Danny Hartman

Greeters & Ushers –10:00 AM
1-Jodi Roth & Barb Masho
8-Butch & Ruthie Diem
15-Barbara Smith & Annette Friel
22-Bob & Barb Zook
29-Gary & Carol Seaman

Providing Flowers:
181522-Ron & Jo Rodgers in Memory of Howard
Sweigart
29-

Elder On Call:
Carol Seaman (717) 445-7148
Deacon On Call:
Barbara Smith (717) 355-0226
Teller: Elder on Call

Trustee on Call:
1-Dan Hartman
8-Dale Trego
15-Doug Weaver
22-Bill Kelso
29-Don Oakes

Helpers:
18152229-

Anniversaries - January
February 2-William & Mary Leaman

Birthdays - January
2-Doris Wells
6-Robert Ferstler
11-Daniel Hartman
11-Helen Brown
13-Butch Diem
18-Julia Peter

26-Lloyd Kurtz
27-Ruth Miller
29-Ruth Py
29-Donna Marsh
31-Janet Ott
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The

Cedar Chips

Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

January 2017

Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner
January 13
6:00 PM ~ Dinner at 6:30 PM

Annual
Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, January 22
Following Worship

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

