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Our Vision
Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church seeks to glorify God
through nurturing spiritual growth,
developing faithful discipleship,
and serving our community.

We are carrying out the visions together to
build up the church God intends.
Ways to nurture the congregation spiritually:
1. Small groups
(Highlights from “Small Group Life” written
by E. Stanley Ott)
Small Group Life: The Heart of the Vital
Church - The small group movement represents
the greatest shift in the architecture of church programming in this century.
Jesus himself hand-picked a dozen persons
from among the throngs to teach, encourage, and
equip for ministry. He met often with them in
familiar places. For example, the Gospel of John
(18:2) makes this interesting note regarding the
Lord’s final visit to Gethsemane: “Jesus often met
there with his disciples.” Jesus Christ had a small
group.
So what does this mean for us? Being like
our Lord suggests we will follow his pattern.
And since Jesus himself established the model for
the small group movement, we can take confidence in its place in the Christian life.

As Jesus and the early church used the small
group as one of the primary vehicles for people
building ministry, so may we.
Joining a group who prays for one another,
learns from one another, and supports one another
will give us a richer perspective on discipleship
and a new insight into being a Christian.
Building relationships is fundamental to
building disciples. The small group aims primarily to build and deepen relationships both between
every member and God, and between every member and each other. To love God and one another
is what small groups provide as a springboard toward achieving this high aim of the Christian life
(Matthew 22: 37-39).
However, fears occasionally stem from a misunderstanding about the nature and speed of intimacy within a small group context. Common issues which may cause uneasiness include:
- Will I be embarrassed by my ignorance of
the Bible?
- Will I have to share private thoughts and
feelings?
- I am uncomfortable praying out loud in
front of others.
These are genuine fears. Especially for persons who have spent a lifetime in “passive”
church attendance, the notion of talking about personal, spiritual things can be paralyzing.
Determining to spend more time in the scriptures is a noble aim yet the small group affirms
this without putting anyone on the spot. As for
speaking of personal things or praying aloud, the
small group resembles a family or friends at table:
everyone may speak, but no one has to speak.
Members may talk if they choose or remain silent
if they choose.
The small group sets people at ease, builds
trust, warm spirit, and respect. A small group will
spend time together in a home, restaurant, park,
church buildings and grounds, and etc. Each
group may meet every week or every other week.
Continued on Page 2
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Lenten Season

The discipleship Triangle as a pattern for
small group meetings includes times for Bible
studies, sharing, and praying.

Lenten Bible Studies on Thursdays at 6:00 PM
at church COME to study the Word and walk on
the journey together - Thursdays, February 21st,
28th, March 7th, 14th, and 21st. We will study the
Beatitudes.

Join a small group.
1. Group Leader: Betty Ferstler – Possibility to
meet in the afternoon

Holy Week

2. Group Leader: Barbara Swisher – Initial
meeting to organize held on Monday, February
25th at 7:00 PM at a home of Barbara Swisher
(1355 Sheep Hill Rd., East Earl, PA 17519)

Sunday, March 24th – Palm Sunday: Gather
in the church parking lot and get ready at 9:45 AM
for the “Parade of the Palms” around the church
parking lot and into the sanctuary.

3. A Group for Bible Beginners only
Group Leader: Edie Kurtz – Possibility to
meet on Sunday morning during Sunday school
time

Thursday, March 28th Maundy Thursday:
“Soup and Salad Supper” served at 6:00 PM. The
Last Supper (Communion Service) held at 7:00
PM in the Fellowship Hall.

4. Men Group
Group Leader – Bill Kelso

Friday, March 29th Good Friday: Community Good Friday Service held at the Garden Spot
Village Chapel at 1:30 PM. The Seven Words of
Jesus on the Cross will be preached by area pastors.

5. Prayer Shawl Ministry: crochet, knit, and
etc. Group Leader: Barbara Masho. The group
meets on the third Saturday of the month at 10:00
AM at church.

Sunday, March 31st – Resurrection of the
Lord/Easter: Bring fresh flowers to put on the
cross in the parking lot. You are welcome to
come in Easter bonnets. One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be received during morning worship.

Initiative Groups
6. Group Leader: Joe Friel
7. Group Leader: Danny Hartman – Possibility to meet on Friday evening in the Holy Ground
Café
8. Group Leader: Larry Bowersox

Corned Beef and Cabbage
Dinner
Friday, March 8 ~ 6:30 p.m.

2. Prayer Partners
There is a signup sheet for people to pair with
each other to be and to get a prayer partner.

“Corned Beef and Cabbage” – Go
Irish on Friday, March 8th dinner
served at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Come
in GREEN. Payment by donations – All proceeds
go to Tori’s Fund. Reservations are not required
but encouraged. Sign-up on the bulletin board.

With God, We Move Forward.
God is Good! Life is Precious!
Signed Pastor Kris
Those who are interested in participating in
confirmation classes,
please contact Pastor
Kris. Classes will be open for both the people
who are only interested to learn about Presbyterian
Church USA and membership role and also for
those to want to become the communicants.

Check out our Web Page

cedargrovepresbyterianlanc.org
We are also on Facebook!
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

CEDAR GROVE
WOMEN’S RETREAT

March 4th ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 6: The Elders
Facilitator: Carol Weaver
Mission Yearbook: Dottie Myers
Hostesses: Janet Ott & Dottie Myers

THE FRIENDSHIP LIFEBOAT
Picture a nice warm weekend away at a beautiful retreat center. The women’s retreat is just what
you need.
Do you have a lot of friends? Some really close
friends? Do you yearn for deep abiding friendship? Come investigate spiritual friendship and
experience something different that friendship can
become. Maybe even make new friends! See
what kind of friend you can become.
Our leader for this weekend will be Kristen
Gerling. Kris, to all who know her, is a longtime
leader in Presbyterian Women at all levels of the
denomination, including Moderator of PW
Churchwide for 3 years. She has served Donegal
Presbytery as Moderator and just finished being
Moderator of Presbytery’s Council. She has also
served the denomination on the General Assembly
Mission Agency for 9 years. In her spare time Kris
and her husband Joe raise and show dachshund
dogs.
Kris also led one of our early retreats way back
in 1997. We welcome her back!!

April 1st ~ 1:00 p.m.
Lesson 7: The Children
Facilitator: Jane Downes
Mission Yearbook:
Hostesses:
Special Offering: Birthday
April 9th—CT MTG.—at the Church—1:00 pm
April ~ Spring Gathering 9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY MORNING
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study &
Intercessory Prayer. We meet every Wednesday
at 8:45 a.m. Our study is the book of Exodus.
Intercessory Prayer Time is prior to the Bible
Study. Everyone is welcome.

Dates: Friday evening May 17 - Sunday noon
May 19, 2013
Place: St. Mary of Providence Retreat Center,
near Elverson
Cost: $120/person, including your room and
5 meals
Registration forms are available.

YOUNG-AT-HEART LUNCHEON
Young-At-Heart Luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, March 20, 11:30 a.m. at
Yoder’s Restaurant.

Special dates ~ March 2013

From the Cemetery Committee:

• World Day of Prayer, March 1, 2013
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 3, 2013
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 10, 2013
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10, 2013
• Girl Scout Sunday, March 10, 2013
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 17, 2013
• First Day of Spring, March 20, 2013
• Palm Sunday, March 24, 2013
• Maundy/Holy Thursday, March 28, 2013
• Good Friday, March 29, 2013
• Holy Saturday, March 30, 2013
• Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013

We have available for purchase cemetery
lots. Please contact Tom Frankhouser, Barbara Smith or Annette Friel for more information in purchasing a lot.
April Cedar Chips
Please submit any articles by
March 18, 2013
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
If you love to knit or crochet you
are invited to join our Cedar
Grove Presbyterian Church Prayer Shawl Ministry. We will meet the 3rd Saturday of each month for a morning of knitting, crocheting, sharing and praying. Our next meeting
will be on Saturday, March 16, 2013, at 10:00
AM. Bring your knitting needles, crochet hooks
and yarn. Instructions for the basic shawls will
be provided. We are in need of yarn so donations
will gladly be accepted.
PRAYER SHAWL PRAYER
Loving God, we give you thanks for the gift of our
hands. Give us the grace to see our hands as you
see them, as instruments of grace and life. May the
knitting of our hands be the knitting of your
heart. Use our hands, O God, to carry out your
works of mercy and love. May the shawls our
hands create bring blessings to those they wrap in
love and healing to those upon whom they
rest. Amen.

PASTOR KRIS’S OFFICE HOURS
pastorkris@frontier.com
Monday through Thursday~ 9:00 am—2:00 pm
Closed Friday

Stop in or call for appointment if you need to see
the pastor at a time other than normal office hours.
Monday’s will be flexible. Feel free to call the
office ahead of time to be sure the Pastor is in.

SNOW
CANCELLATION
POLICY!!
If Church services are cancelled due to weather
you can tune in to radio station WJTL 90.3 FM (in
Lancaster), or call the Church office (354-5573)
and listen to the recorded message. If services are
cancelled, you will hear a cancellation message. If
services have not been cancelled, you will hear
only the standard recorded message.
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Kids: This page is for you!

Name_________________________________________________________
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Age________

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
GREETERS & USHERS –10:00 AM
3-Tom & Donna Frankhouser & Jordis
10-Bob & Barbara Zook
17-Bob & Betty Herr
24-Mimi Traugh & Nancy Fiedler
31-Tom & Donna Frankhouser & Jordis

LITURGISTS - 10:00 AM
3-Jodi Roth
10-Jane Downes
17-Scott Sweigart
24-Barbara Masho
31-Gary Seaman

ELDER ON CALL:
Barbara Masho (717) 355-6706

PROVIDING FLOWERS:
310172431-Easter Flowers

DEACON ON CALL:
Jane Downes (717) 355-6756
TELLER: Barbara Masho
HELPERS:
3-Carol Seaman
10-Edie Kurtz
17-Jane Downes
24-Betty Herr
31-Bob Zook

ANNIVERSARIES - MARCH
7-Rodney & Wanda Usner
17-Daniel & Phyllis Hartman
22-Doug & Karen Mann

TRUSTEE ON CALL:
310172431-

April 2-Jay & Ellen Rodgers

BIRTHDAYS - MARCH

3-Bob Patterson
5-Gracie Hartman
6-Ruthie Diem
7-Madison Weaver
9-Tom Gross

12-Ray Kahler
13-Sally Usner
13-Steve MacHenry
15-Mary Ellen Leaman
18-Scott Sweigart
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22-Wendy Gross
22-George Downes
28-Scott Shuman
29-Nancy Weaver

The

Cedar Chips

CEDAR GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 96
4833 Division Highway
East Earl, PA 17519
Phone: (717) 354-5573
Address Service Requested

MARCH 2013

Maundy Thursday Supper
March 28—6:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service
March 28—7:00 p.m.

Friday, March 8
6:30 p.m.
“Corned Beef and
Cabbage Dinner”

If you would like to have your sent by e-mail, please contact the church office by phone or email and we will add you to the list. E-mail: cedargrovepc@frontiernet.net

